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I ou artial enquiry. This is the only way to obtain juſt : 
. „ is chro che neglect of it that ſo much ignoo 
7 „5 xd and ſuperſtition prevail in the world; for 
„ as been leſs cultivated than the knowledge of og 
. pts to make improvements in this knowledge, inſtead'of © © 
2 b ee eee ee | e 

e ble and | | Te OS Y 
1 . a very common na in ſtian; world, to : 
hy ſure and condemn per ſous for not believing enough; bunt 
1 a ox no notice Ae taken of. the other. . e. belieus 
TS iter N 8 
EY Bs yer themſelves to be led into ſentiments — 
. |. piety, deſtructive of moral vir ſubverſive of o 
8 5 efled e e and death. 98 e 
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GR and lodge e Wes 
"By to 5 of+ moſt proteſtatits- v why do yo believe 1 
are of the Trinity we ſhould receive no Sther anſwer hüt. 
uch as the papiſt — make, if alk d hy do you! a believe e 
dherine 7 Tranſubfantiation ? What ſhocking impolition Hes 
= here been upon the ignorance, weakneſs, and credulity of man- 
wid! for, notwithſtanding the reformation, many errors (till _ 
remain; and, which is worfe, the very ſpirit and genius of pope- 
3 retain d by eee Human authority, ee faith, 
„ charges of b condemning. ſuch ag. differ fr m th at PEE 8 
map things ot the like nature are rer incoßiſtenrnrt © 
with true Proteſtantifm. Tis not poſſible that ſhould I 
which is contrary to reaſon; nor ought any thing to be ad. 
mitted which is inconſiſtent with the divine per fections. Some 8 5 
fem tô think it to be of the utmoſt cot tence, even nece 
__  iry to ſalvation, to under ſtand the ſacre ſcriptures. i they 1 Ops 
. themſelves do; but is not this to ſet up their opinions as the 
3 Nandard'for ali chriſtians? Every man bas à riglit to judge r 
wmuimſelf; but not to preſeribe to others. Tis raſh and'cenforious 
„„ enges thoſe who cannot ſee things in the ſame lightthar Reed 
woe do. Is it not poſſible that ſuch as differ from us = | 
x be as ſincere as ourſelves? and'eertainly therefore as accepts 
ble to an impartial and righteous Gow ? It muſt be wren 
C»1ufine the divine favour to any particular way of hug. : 
I *This'is/laying too great ſtreſs upon's ſer of opinions. Alle fo 
B — | arcableto ds; informing our religious principles, is to wy „ 
= _ , the beſt uſe in our power of reaſon and feripture; and if we 
do this, with an upright mind; a finceredefire to know rnd er Ne 
—_ do the willof Gob, we need be under no uneaſineſs as to Sur. - 
= ” - _ opinions. Alb imoprtant, neceſſary wrath is plain; and wher 
== myſtery begins religion ends. No petſon will be condemned _ 
nun dt belicving what appears to bim proundlels: arid unrcafogable ; . 
. nor can any one be under an obligation to receive any doArine. 5 
mas lcripmare dockrine, till he ſees that it is taught eie bf 
EY ORD. have not many dodtrines long prevailed amotig chriſtians, which Be 
 , _  haveno'other foundation than paſſages of ſetipture mifunder- - : 
too and 'milapplyd?” An original correptien of nature man 
>... thinkis not taught in any part of the Bible. To aſſirm that meim of 
WES are corrupt and ſinful by the very conſtitution of their nature, WOES: 
or, by their original frame diſpoſed to all evil. ani averſe to _ 
good, is to affirm, that Gov makes them 0 or is dor he 
he former N and e 'of our pirit wo ntl 
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_— Eccleſiaſtes, ; 29% Which is ſaid not of Adam un- 
5 I, but of mankind in general: THRY have fought out many in- 
8 15 vention. Does not the doctrine of the Trinity per plex men 
4 With reſpect to the very object of their homage? O G 
over all, is a principle of the utmoſt importance. The idea 

of one Gob, the maker and governor of the whole univerſe, 

is the foundation of true religion. The drvine unity is the ob- 


vious dictate of reaſon; it is alſo expreisly and earneſtly in- 


_ culegted both in the old and new Teſtament, Can there be 
„ more ſupreme beings than one? As to the perſon of our 
N bleſſed Saviour, ſhould we not be ſatisfied with St. Peter's plain 
5 8 declaration that he was a man approved r Gor, by miracle, 


_ ly it cannot be right to aſſert, that there is any other being 
equal to 100 ele eternal, Or: the one ing and 2 
. * 


The Apoll ſenſible o Aden, tid ton” 
15 2 corrupting the chriſtian doctrine, exerted themſelves to the 
urtmoſt, bymoſt ſolemn, faithful warn ings, pathetick and earneſt 
„ 8 to prevent it; repreſenting the guilt of perverting, 
: or 3 to the golpel,/as ve 9 155 beyond expreſ- 
3 ing chriſtians, as they valued the truth of Cob, 

+ as be 5 d maintain their fidelity to CHR 1s r, ſecure ap- 
5 8 at the day of judgment, aud life eternal, to be upon 
eit guard; and not ſuffer themſelves to be deceiv d and · im · 
poſed upon, Now what the Apoſtles were ſo ardently deſi- 
ros to have prevented, were they to pci Ls een, 1 

_ would be equally zealous to remove. | 


"Them iniquit be an to work 1 3 g 
_— it 2 85 the enormous maſs of popery; - 
| ene as the- corruption of the chriſtian" religion was gradual, , 
„ 1 reaſonable to expect that it's reſtoration would be ſo 
| too, and'that light would break in by degrees, At the reforma- 
= | © tion dhe grofleſt errors aud the worlt ſuperſtitions were diſ- .. 
A => 10 much was then done, that it muſt be owing to 
5 _ criml F whos. 5 map ini: Noe ar beck ng fince : : Aglo- 
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2 igns,and wonders, which, Gon did by him. Acts, 2. 22. Sure- | 
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Jt tive interference, all force or compulſion hire, Ow, 


orance, Sirus © 8 0 implicit; 

_ faith i roland ty the firſt Reforiners; and. alas! prevails: 
to this very day. s always been, and is yet to much ghe | | 
_ caſeof mankin | tht the prophets prophecy falſly, and the Prigftts 

.- bear rule by their means; andthe people love. to have it . 
Jeremiah, v. 31. But this is moſt egregious folly! What in- 
fatuation ! 10 believe lies, and truft to broken reeds! true te. 

- ligion: does not conſiſt in opinions, rites, or ceremonies, hut 
in a good heart and holy life. Miſtakes in jndgement Will not 
hinder the acceptance of thoſe whoſe hearts are right with 
Go; andd it ill becomes chriſtians. to: condemn one another 
on account of different opinions. All who ſincerely mean 


- the truth, and uſe their beſt endeavours. to nd 15 ho | 
they diſcern more vol wy, will be eee, e Lie pn 


h The ſpit: of ee” low, age Ht 3 
every difagreeable conſequence from various ways of 8 


** and that, 1 am ſure, is a ſpi ee 
P aul. Noni. 1 +. 6 . bo 1 SI» 171 . Ws [AF 
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Truth is vhhaigeable ; : 5 66 bn ap div wine favour 
a fixed, unalterable thing. Perſons may as well attempt to 
extinguiſh the ſun with a ſpunge, or pluck the ſtars from be, 


firmament, as think of recommending, themlelves to a any 
ous Gop, bya any thing but real) virtue of heart and life, 1 


15 Fe it hes bf religion which = rot tay the ld * 
upon moral excellence or goodnels of Nr Ren WM. 5 is fal "EN 
religion; and that which - excludes. aud contemns virtue is 4 


 worle than atheiſm. What can the righteous Lord love, but 

righteouſneſs 2 What can the great independent deity requ 
man but 70 do Juffice, 8 mercy and walk humbly before: | m T5 

flesh. 1 5 8, 1 his law 0 ernment. N any. end but... 
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Bf . ag; 8 

26s gion LH, to be e and trea 9 „ 

ir tirely perſonal,” as every man's. own. proper, concern.” "the; . 

5 wg of his nature, the.r eſdlt of ale MN an choler 3 
25 concerning which. he 1 18 accu Sg 4 right... 


which it is impious to hinder or 9 EA upon: A antfiorta- 
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4 188 reſentatiorr of the doctrine f Carrot ' 4; ould cut, 
_ down Alf fpiritudt ryrantly; pur an end to alf fierce MeL 
ai the ee debiiffe Ktimerits of ſuperffirion, dite 
dace 5 Harmony, andloye, and greatly promote te die pic 
affine? wee 668 ſhck as Ferccive the: tate 
evil tendency of any” principles, that have been received. 4 
_ Chriſtian doftrines, would de well to bear a ſteady, free an 
2 teſtimony againſt them; nor can any Thing but i impol⸗ + 
ture take offence at ſuch conduct. A greater ſervice cannot. 
be rendered to the important cauſe of truth and,virtne, than 
"» ſeperating chriſtianityfrom the abſurdities and ſitperſfitions © 
which weak and ignorant, or wicked and deſigning men, have 
mixed with it. All objections would then vaniſh, and it 


a wang the reaſon of all attcptive, So per- 


7 * 


h of 1 I Divine Providence affords the | 


_ unify for doing thisjuſtice to the Goſpel; and it muſt be . 


_ highly 85 eeable to ſuch as fincerely-wiſh well to the glorious 
© cauſe of truth and liberty, ragionaF- religion, and genuine 
__ chriſtianity, that the opportunit] is not altogether neglected. 
The noble attempt is made. The learned friends of man- 


kind are, exerting themſelves to this important purpoſe; and 


though they may be treated with obloquy, have their charac- [= 


ters aſpers d, and their endeavours counteracted by the raſh, 


rant, uncharitable ſons of bigottry and blind zeal, or the . 
BE of pride, ambition, and Worldly policy, poſterity ; 


-diſcern the importance of what they have done, 


W reap 
the benefit of it, and bleſs their memories. May they ſteadily | 


o en and proſper; not ceaſing to exert their beſt abilities in 
bis glorious ſervice; till that heap off rubbi 05, under which 
chriſtian truth has deen ſo long buried, be entirely clear'd a- 
way. and the precious jewel ſhew itſelf” before. the ee ba 

—_ in all its native brilliance and ſplendor. 
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Such, in 3 Sade egree, was the reforming bine of. 
eker r. Thomas Dixon, from whoſe 
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5 ltr ; 3 Whether they convince Et . 


ve one general good effect, even to excite 
a ſplrit of 1 htfulneſs and enquiry, hich is of. . 
vice to the ps. 1 truth; ſuch as deſire fuller nformation 
upon the fame. points may conſult Mr. Farmer, and. Dr. | 
y, may conduce ſometl towards the 
uſt ſentiments "ee virtuous | 
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oY Chapter i Iv. from the 1ſt to thi 
= | A Arth. „„ 
c . | | e ki $4 5 ery Sir F 
reg was Jefus led up of the Spi in- 
„5 to the Wilderneſs, to be tempted of the | 


1 when he had faſted forty Days 


„ Nights, he was afterward an hunger- © 
1 Ang ne e tempter came to him, 1 


mich; kr chou be the Son of God, command 
LY that ele Stones be made bread... 4, But he — 
„ [wered and ſaid, It is written, . man 
| live by \ bread alone, but dy. every word -= 
ol ey | proceedeth. out of th mouth of God. 5. Then 
| - the Deviltaketh him up into the holy city, and 
„ — fercterh him on a pinnacle of the Temple. 6. 5 
I - "And fich unte hic, If thou be the Son of 
12 5 eden 0 00 For it is written. He hall x 
5 give his Angels charge e concerning thee, and i in 
Ir they thall bear thee up, teſt at any 


. G 

os \ — : A. 

a 1 - * f 4 — * 

* 4 nt 1 
G 4 * * 1 
- 1 * £ 1 . _ * 7 
4 } Cat 8 7 * 5 
* e 4 Ls — 


N "4 d wo | 2 
: a 88 * 
4 = * 4 
AS 5 2 1 t 
10 s : 3 "> 
; \ os 1 1 - © z 
4 * Gs 5 * — ——_ 
9 = * 8 3 7 * . * ELIE 
% &, — 8 PIES B32 PERS ET IRENE, 2 XL 


2 > blk. 
Aha 
x 
T - 
* — 


” 
* - , A 4 ; \ 
— N — „ — res 479 "047 
* 
* — . - 
- . 
1 Rr 2 : 


, * 
. „ 
e . * 1 2. - 3 * . od. 
N nn l — 3.55 YA we 7 1 25 N 
* 7 1 4 I. N » ME ' * WS. 
y bs * 1 , 1 3 . 4 x : * 
” * 4 2 - 5 3 a pe 4 +: 
7 F , , : Py — * 4 ; 


a 


Jeſus laid. te I” 1 It is written again, thou 


of, he world. and the. glory, of them: 9. 


r not tempt the Lord thy God. 8. Again, 
Devil taketh him up into an exceed; 8 


mountain, and ſheweth him all the kingdoms 


lit ) ne biw, al} thele things will I give thee 


Sw 


zu Wie fall down and worſhip me. 10. 


Then faith Jeſus unto him, get thee hence; 'Sa- | 


tan: For it is written, thou ſhalt worſhip the 
_ Logd thy. God, ang. bim only thalt thou ſerve, | 
11. Then th leaveth him, and behold 

Angels came giſt" miniſtred unto bim. | 


Ty. * * 85 1 20 * * of - 
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T will bees be neceſſary, by a ſk dai: to a5 

- ſomething concerning the Devil, and the power which he is 8 
too generally ſuppoſed to have, to tempt. perſuade, or ſe- 
duce us to ſinl. This is a notion concerning which, ont of 
deferchce to the common opinions of mankind, one would 
got expreſs himſelf too poſitively; Let ĩt is not what I am at 
al. Joclingd to. helieve, neither can 1 ſay any thing in defence 
of-jit. I ſhall therefore. propoſe .a. figurative , or. allegorical 
 Hierhretation of our Lory' s temptation; that the | 
was not at all concerned! in it, but that ſuch thoughts, in the 
_ courſe, of bis meditations aroſe in our Lon" s wind, as 
woülld naturally Have arifen in the mind of any man in the 
fame or like circumſtances, in which our LoD then Was; | 
but as theſe thoughts, if purſued; would in their conſequence 
bave been evil and wicked, they are metaphorically, or fign- - 
rgively, repreſented, as though: they were the; ſuggeſtions 
ol the, Devil or Satan, the, Being to whom all evil qualities 
re E aſcribed... Men generally imbibe wrong notions in their 
F and L Wee their Moe: lives ſcarce 


— 


ng, — 
"gd 


89 Ui LA wha, zexgmining their A that 
969, YH not bear to bear any thing objected againſt them; 
and. it it mult, he. owned that 1 men's prejudices delerye rather 
„ rr gity than our anger or Aiſpleaſure....” Though. there» 
bee dene who hears me, ſhould, by hat ſpl fir, fl | 
io wich my judgement, or eſteem my explication: right, yet | 
— FAME any nfl ly expect to. have it allowed, 10 ay. the leaſt, 

8 that it is not io ut plauſible Arguments, eſpecially | | 
” When the following og things are. eriouſly conſi ed ; which 5 
„„ Ife L not. ely to ſiatidle, but with all poſ ible brevity, | = 

„ Iſt. Th „ W = a e rail beings by « our very make and 

cot 25 Our. animal paſſions and. bodily appetites ex- | 

innumerable trials and temp ptetions; we. are every 5 
rrounded with Rom vert to intemperate and im. 


n 


| e 
re not more Ae ſufficient to ED 
apap us in 2 Now « can it be ſuppoſed, that the kind, 
"he mereiful God, the Father of mankind,” the juſt” the 
"rightegus, the Moral Govetnor of the end does ch 55 0 
- \Mink'theſe temptations ſufficient for us, but that he © e 05 
Mmoreover let oof the Devil? 80 powerful, I bade P 8 | 
malicious, ſo wicked à Being, as he is tHbuyht to Be f 2. 
A deſperate. chance muſt We ſtand agaifiſt ſubh a ãdve 
such ſuppoſttions as theſe, one would tink; ſöuld be fr | : 
dem al bes; and ſerioufly-eonſiderate pefſon s n e 
ad. Gon, by his Prophet "declares, (with # direct defgn-. 
bee che who held tvs prineipl one MEhitely good 
and the 6ther infinitely evil) I am tlie Lord and there fs none 
(ce; I form the: light; und ercate darkhets, 1 make Peace, 
and create evil,}I:che:Lorp do all: chef. 8 — 


„ r Ne fe $42 4445s th, 8 Eu. 
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5 the WY or calamities of human life are - owitig to the Devi 


or any other evil ſpiritual being; but they are brought about 
by the providence of Gon bimſelf, to teach mabkind repen- 
tance and Teformation. God alone bringeth down to the 
grave, and bringerh up; and in this ſenſe it is, that there is 
no evil in à city, and the Lord hath not done it. Gop, by 
| the Prophet Tlaiah, ſeverely threatens thoſe. who aſcribed . 
any calajnities to any inviſible wicked beings. RET u da 


l 
7 ' 


;d. In ſcripture the children of the Devil may ver 
juſtl 7 be underſtood, not of thoſe, who are tempted or-inſti- 
el by him, but of thoſe,. who imitate him in his wicked. 
neſs, Thoſe who imitate; the faith and obedience of Ahra. 

ham are called his children, tho they af are not naturally deſcend- 
ants. 8 And i in the Jewiſh, language, it is common to call a man 

the fon eicher of a e or. e which. he 5 0 75 ſo a 


15 a fon a 5 ſo an envious, contentious n man, may be 
called a ſon of the Devil, or in St. James's ſtile, à devliſh per- 
ha the 5 does not HE, or e him to wich 
We There: 8 to FR 3 of i interpreting” teach 
things concerning, the Devil, figuratively, if we would not 
"aſſert the moſt abſurd. and ridiculous things. Every one 
who is acquainted. either with human or divine learning, 
knows, that the, moſt beautiful parts of it conſiſt; in figu- 


native, bold, . kyperbolical deſcriptions. Ny, nothing is 
more uſual or ornamental in all kinds of poetry; than to 


repreſent good or evil qualities, virtues, or vices, under tbe 
characters of perſons. Thus in the heathen poetry, the mu- 


7x ſes, the graces, and furies, faith, fortune, & e. have been : 


repreſented as real perſons. In like manner St. Paul has in 
proſe, with great elegance, 1 oduce fin and death, 'as ibo 5 
s were. real perſons; from whence: our famous Poet Mil- 
ton, took one of his univerſally admired epiſodes.” Hence, 
as che Scriptures were wrote in the bold, figurative, eaſtern 
mae, * che . ſenſe of a * is abſurd, recourſe 


„„ 
may hy be had to a FIR interpretation. This is What 
Proteſtants univerſally allow, in arguing againſt the church 
of Rome, and particularly againſt tranſubſtantiation; for we 
ſay, our Lord's words, Ti his is my body, and this cup is the | 
New Te eftament i in my blood,. are to be underſtood. Higuratively, 
and not literally, leſt abſurdity a and contradidtion | ſhould fol- 
low from the literal ſenſe. In like manner, when + Satan is 
Aid to preſent himſelf. before the .Lord among the Sons of 


God, there is a neceſlity of interpreting this figuratively ; 
fince one would think nothing could be more abſurd, than as this 


place is commonly underſtood, that the Devil preſented him- 
| 0 elf before God amongſt the holy Angels. But I am inclined 
to think, that the Devil is neither really nor figuratively. i in- 

tended ; for the word Satan may ſignify nothing more than 
an adverſary, or a calumniater, or the abſtract quality called 
calumny; which may with the greateſt beauty be poetically 
depſeribed, either among the worſhippers of the Sons of God 
on earth, or the Angels in heaven, accuſing Job, as is repre- 
| ſented in this ſecond chapter; ot it may mean no more, than 
the ſlanders of his envious neighbours. The word Satan does 
not only ſignify, but is rendered adverſary by our own tran- 
ſlators t. Again, to interpret our Lord's temptation literally 
of the Devil, would make it look very ſtrange if not expole 
it to ridicule. Can any thing be more indefenſible or incre- 
| dible, than that the Devil ſhould actually tranſport onr Lord 
from the Wilderneſs through the air to a pinnacle of the Tem- 
ple, and that from thence he conveyed him to an high moun- 
tain f. If the fineſt poetical writings, . not to ſay proſe ones 
too, were thus literally to be interpreted, they would looſe. 
all their beauty, and mankind would co to admire, and be 
charmed with them. 1 eT 
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e 2-3 Job 2. i © oe 19. „ | 
| "+1 In ibn accounts of the Temptation, where it is ſaid the devil 
ſheweth Chriſt all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 
moſt, if not all, good commentators depart from the letter, 
and. why not in the reſt of the narration? Should not this 
| whore be done where You reaſons may be TIE for it? 
B 2 | 


Sch. 


5 man is 
i luft and eiitites; 
: & ſays this ; Half thoſe who, were ready to lay the 
8 55 "i 5 drawn | into Git, upon God; whereas he 
tells them, G 0d. did not tempt any man; their own toft 
| tempted them. St. James allows, that if God te empted them, | 
that would be an an excuſe; certainly 1 it would be equally af 
excule, if the ene tempted them: But their own luſt 1 
; excited. by. outyard objects, tempted them. Theſe conſi- 
; derations_ are enough to convince us, that the! Devil has 1 no 
4 hand in tempt ting. us, But there. is > reaſon. more, that 
| my "jnltiy be eſteemed decifive 3 in this det te. 5 


Stk. The l 480 kis allpets e are. really confined fk dark 
f Fate, out of which they! cannot elcape; and conſequently 
they cannot poſſibly have any thing to do with us, or with our 
world. So' St. Peter * exprelly : aſſures us, God ſpared not 


temple > Den he 79 95 a his own 


| 5 the. Angels that fir nned, bat caſt them to Hell, and delivered 


; . 


them into chains of darknels, to be reſerved unto judgment. | 
| The ſame thing St. Jude F affurey us, the Angels who kept 
tot their firſt ſtate, but left their! own babitation, he hath reſer- 
ved in | chains under dar kheſs, unto the judg ent of the f ' great 
| The prejudices of education. are e frei and. ſcare 
to b X rodted out, otherwiſe one would think, every one Ed 
be convinced by A. plain Mages as theſe, that the po 
; has - nothing Th > with us. 12 

| ever our AT 8 or bis Apoſttes « or Ghote, are re faid ie to c 
out. devils, in every. inftance tis. wrong tranſlated. bet 
St. Peter F fays, your adverſary the Devil, - 50 goes a out 
like a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may devote Ke he TOR 
thoſe, whether. Heathens or Jews, who perſecuted the chriſ. 


tians. When st. l + 5 refit the Deyil. and he will 


8. 21 . "Tt * st. Peter 2. 2. 4. +8. Tue 6. $8. : 
ber 3. . b. r 
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Reli, Thiel. 
© . . 


year of Chriſt, and the ninth: of the empertde 
Nero,) he probably means, bear” aß neee againſt pers? 
cution, and ye will eaſily overcome it; or elſe he muſt meany? 
reſiſt all evil thoughts, and all ontward temptations to ſing! 
and ye will obtain an eaſy victory over them. St. Paul + tel 
them, he propoſed once and again to have viſited them, but 
Satan hindlered. It is Plain from the context that by Satin, 
he means the p g. Jews Hindered him 5. Satan is 
transformed into ani perk of light. St. Paul here alludes 


to the falſe Apoſtles, who' put on an outward ſandctified 4 5 
pearauce . Why hath Satan filed thine heart? Why 


thou taken this evil counſel T. Satan entered into 1 
that is, be took treacherous counſel againſt his Maſter. 
Sitan ſtood up againſt Iſrael and provoked David to ener 
Iſrael f; the meaning is, ſome adverſary to Iſrael, artfully pre- 
valled with David to follow this evil advice. It would be te- 
- dious, and perhaps not neceſſary to rum over every paſſage 
particularly; ; but it is evident from what has been faid, there 
is an abſolute neceſlity for a figurative interpretation“. What I 
have offered 1 hope will juſtify mie in giving a figurative Ex- 
zoſition of our Lord's temptation. And after what has been 
aid the paraphraſe on that account may be ſhorter. 5 


ver 1. Our Lord Baving beewabointed with the Holy Chet 
atid in an extraordinary manner declared tobe the Son of God; 


Was, by the impulſe of this ſpirit upon his mind, which ſeems 
cotitinually ts Have Grected kim, during his miniſtry upon 
earth; immediately led from Jordan, to a wilderneſs not far 
diſtant; the deſign of this retirement was, by ſerious me- 
ditaticn, to Prepare himſelf for that pablic miniſtry he was 


aig x © Theff. 21 18; 0 2 Cor, F 2 A0 1. 3. 

4 3 

# Like wii. 3.4 1 Chron. i, 1. * The account of the Tempta 

dcn and Fall of our firſt Parents, Pane 1 Core 2 
w generally, allowed as learned men, to be allegorical, 8 

ayſon on "the 3 firſt 1 ol Ge. 
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evtering; upon, to > pues the ifficullties: be a 
among ſuch an obſtinate perverſe people as the Jews; to re- 

flect upon the dangers and trials he muſt be expoſed to, and 

to arm himſelf with proper reſolutions againſt them, and that 


he might thus be an example. WIE, OR: — orer- 


cn temptations, pets eee 


* 


* 3 2. In 1 a 3 e e as ae” 0 | 
ſpent. forty. days and forty. nights, during. which time 
he kept a ſtrict faſt, for which he was no doubt mi- 

raculouſly. enabled. by. the Holy Ghoſt, with which he was. 
filled without meaſure; Probably the reaſon of his ſo long 
faſting; was, that his thoughts were too intenſely engaged, 


do regard the wants of the body, which was miraculouſly 


ſuppor ted, to prevent it's receiving any damage by this ex- 


traordinary. abſtinence. At the end of forty days and nights, 


when his intenſe thinking. and meditation abated, he began 


to be ſenſible of hunger; al the e of his naturab 


badly Petites: S 1 


Verſe 3. . in the 8 where he was 1 TA where- 
with to ſatisfy his hunger, he began to entertain ſuch thoughts 
as theſe; if I am really the Son of God, as I have in ſo re- 
markable a manner been publickly declared to be; if God 
doth take ſuch delight and - complacency in me, as he then 
ſaid; being fuch a favourite of Cod, why do I ſuffer: ſuch. 
extreme and ſevere hunger? Surely God would grant my. 
requeſt, was I to command, or deſire him, that theſe ſtones 


ſhould be immediately converted into bread to ſatisfy my pre- 


ſent neceſſity. Theſe were refleQions, which our Lord's hun- 
ger and his dearneſs to bis father naturally raiſed i in his mind- 


.- Verſe 4. Buttho' cheſs thoughts ſeemed fair and plauſible, 


: Jeſus, upon maturer conſideration & deep reflection, correfted 
Himſelf thus: Why ſhould I entertain ſuch thoughts as theſe ? 

| God has, given me aſſurance that I am his Son and beloved 
8 ae him, why then ſhould 1 not _ and depend upon g 


= 


. 


8 


. 1 70 


t fipply my wants in his own way? "Why oils pete | 
to his wiſdom and goodneſs? Why ſhould 1 direct bim to aſ⸗ 
ſiſt me in any particular method? As for inſtance, to make 
for me bread out of the ſtones, when he is able to ſapp 


me, in infinitely divers ways? If he Fleſes he can give me N 


ſomething beſides bread to ſatisf/ my hunger, and to nod 
riſh me; for I know that God can preſerve Life by other 
means than bread; ſince for forty years together, in the wil- 
derneſs, he rained down Manna from Heaven for the chil- 
dren of Iſrael 5. And if che ſtones ſhould at my. 2 . 


. ” - * 


| ok me, but will ow it to "him | in what way he 0 
ö Chooſe to do it, 1 


Verſe 5. Our Lr thus bels this ae 
doing any thing unworthy or unbecomibg, upon account of an 


F * 
Py i 7 $44.97 ” * v4, z : 
F „ Lge 00 e 2 37 


bodily appetites, but ſtill nothing being brought for the ſup- 5 


ply of his hunger, as he was thus müſing, he began to ĩma· 
PE that poſſibly his being thus ſeeming neglected and un- 

pplied by God, was becauſe he was not really the Son, and 
beloved of God, as he had before thought; he was there- 
fore ready to reſolve” to go to the holy city Jerufilem, and 
Place himſelf upon one of the battlenients of the Temple, 


which Was at 2 a very great. and kar of diſtance from 
ground. eee 03 4 & 5 e 


} N 
* 22 FS 


Verſe. 'The 0 of going on one of the battlements of the 


Temple, was, to gain full aſſurance Whether he was the / Son 
of God]; for if from thence he caſt himſelf down; if he 


as really the Son of God, he might depend upon it, chat 


| ns harm ſhould happen to him in bis fall; for ſurely he 'might 
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.and to preſerve. the 3 they ſha [as dilgraty, greg 
56,145, x nurſe doth her child, guiding, ſupporting, and 
7 thee 5 ſuch e Moro. . 8 
7 * 1 13 V ee Ii : 
8 Fig. mak aa Lend. ws Sega heſe & thoughts 
pf, thus ; afſuran „ he ain corre 1 
pe Faſſage of Scripthre 13 thou 1 9 . not tempt. the 25 8 
e 1277 tempt here, ſignifies, thou e t diſtruſt t the L or. 


8 


TOs. thou malt not infolently demand rther e idence 
CR Ns thou baſt ale alread 1 e 
FE; this ſenſe of the word is manifelt from the 1008 7 
ren 


W 0 which it ja Ele ; for though God had brought, the chil 

Iſrael out of Egypt, by a mighty hand; though be miract» _ 
+louſly fed them with Manna from heaven ;. yet TOUT SEX wanging 
Water at. Rephidim, they tempted the Lord * by 3; the aging 
of 1 is explained 5, Is the Lord, ampngſt , 
ueſhoned , whether God was with chem: Warngd by 
_thele, Aiſtruſtful lraclites, gur Lord would. not tempt Sed; 
the would,not try. 295, experiment. in order to be aſcer 
Whether or no. he s, the Fon of God, but he would rely 
(29d. depend. ppon, the alurence. God had given him of this, 
he the. Fay. Ghoſt,deſcended,, and. e eden to 
oþe his beloved; Spen- he, would, not therefore de any, _ ” 
whereby he ſhould ou the r that he 5 
bered God. : 


? — 4 25 » 4 98 
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— 8. see eee | 
immediately aroſe in his mind; - he-wasnow — anDiite 


iſe. could not but fareſee, „5 


3 e e inche-courſe e ts. Eee | 


cs). 


vet of the Jews; : bs could not. belp compating the mi- 


U 


ſcrable prof] pett ! he "by before him, with the 'magnificence, 


5 and pomp, the luxury, and the e with 2 155 


ates and kings are ſurrounded. 


N 34.8 {£74 18 


Ver. EN He farther reflected, how EY 1 il beforh mz 
intruſted with ſuch great powers from God, to be an univer- 
fal conqueror, and acquire the riches, the {plendor, and the 
greatneſs of all earthly monarchs, if he world devote himſelf 
to the ſervice of the god mammon, that viſionary deity, who 


was ſuppoſed to preſide over, and to beſtow OY 3 


a aſſiduous and ligent votaries. = | WW 1 125 


? Verſe 5 78 Our Lorch ſenſible of this evil en of — 
imaginations if indulged, immediately reſolves to ſuppreſs and 
baniſh them; he would not ſuffer any thing to draw him 
from his allegiance to God; he could not ſerve both God and 
mammon, and the law was expreſs { for the wörſhip and ſer- 
vice of God only, who would not ſuffer his true and faithful 
ſervants and ns pak to want 1 8 . nches ber hohonrs' Mat 


NCTE good for them.” "IT A W 01/1 


— 


Vene 11th: Being thus ink 5 bo + 4 the 
greateſt temptations; he became for the preſent free from ſuch 


trying thoughts and reflections; and good Angels came to 
him, and probably applauding the piety of his reſolution, a- 
gainſt the trying thoughts that had riſen in his mind, and at 


the ſame time bringing him all needtul ſupplies, to refreſh. bis 


body, almoſt faint and ſpent. It ſeems to be no ſmall con- 


firmation of this figurative i interpretation, in that, Luke, in 
the account he gives of this temptation, ſays, * when the De- 
vil had ended all the temptations, he departed from him for's 


ſeaſon, by which muſt be meant only his meeting with no o- 


ther temptations and ' difficulties, , which. might, Sguratively; - 


= W . be imputed, to the Devil, as theſe en were. 


6— a * 


* 
to A 


= 5 peut. vi. 13. 5 Luke i iv.” 13. 
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For in anſwer to the improbability of our Lord's having theſe 
thoughts ariſing in bis wind, 'tis ealy to ſay, that they are 
not in themſelves ſinful, that-the compliance with them is only 
criminal, whereas the overcoming and ſuppreſſing them is pious 

aud praiſeworthy. Chriſt had all the ſinleſs infirmities of hu- 


* 


manity, he was id all points tempted, (which word would in 
 .. this, and innumerable other places, be much better rendered 
"  tried,) like as we are, yet without ſin 5. And he ſeems to me 
| to have been under the influence of the holy ſpirit, not only. 
in his pious and moral, but in his miraculous conduct. If af- _ 
ter all, any perſon ſhould think that the method I have taken in 
explaining theſe verſes, is in any meaſure forced and unnatural, 
Edelire-it may be'canſidered, to ſay the leaſt, bow utterly | 
unintelligible the other method is f. But in this, and in every 
other caſe; 1 willingly leave all perſons to their free opinions: 
fenſe 1 have laid dow. %% BIT pe oo 


* 


iſt. If che above account be juſt, we cannot plead in excuſe 
for our ſins, that the Devil tempted us to commit them. St. 
James ſeems to ſuppoſe, that we ſhould have an excuſe for 
our fins; if God tempted us, and I cannot ſeewhy we ſhould 

not have an excuſe for them, if fo powerful and fo cunning 
a being as the Devil, tempted us; but St. James ſays, we are 
tempted only of our own, luſts, and every ſinner ſhall ſtand 
ſpeechleſs at che bar of God. Let us not therefore ſet our 

| ſelves to find excuſes for our fins; let us not lay them to God, to 
the Devil, to fate or predeſtination, but to ourſelves only; 


— 


Hebrew iv. 15. + The propriety of the temptations 
and their application to the courſe of our bleſſed Saviour's 
miniſtry, is repreſented in a full and ſatisſadtory manner by: 
Mr. Farmer, in a trad publiſhed fince the death of our au- 
thor, which had he hved to ſee publiſhed, would have ren- 

8 dered' his on performance more perſect. His notion of an 
1”: k | allegorical repreſentation of real temptations ſeems, however, 
bl 1 „ eferable to an entire viſionary ſcene; and is it not more ho- 
9 5 Baoutable to our Loxp ? and more exemplary ? 
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let us not pretend any ie 4 6 0 our ſins, than ng. 
them on repentance and reformation. 


3 


2. If the devil doth not tempt us, this is no en 


5 ment to us to ſin. Tis no reaſon why we ſhould be ih vi- 


gilant and careful, from whence ſoeyer our temptations ariſe; 


5 us certain we have a ſcene number of them. 


4 if the devil doth not tempt us, this may be: a 1 to 
thoſe, who are ready to run into. deſpair, upon account of his 


temptations. Wrong notions in religion, if they have not 
really led men into ſin, have occaſion'd great dejection and 
ſorrow, to many very pious perſons; they have imagined 


the deyil fo very buſy with them, that they have not dared 


to truſt to the mercy of God, which is undoubtedly exceed- 


ingly diſhonourable to the kind and compaſſionate father of 
the univerſe, as well as tormenting to themſelves. . Salvation 


is not in the power of the devil to hinder, but is in the hands 
of God to beſtow, who is very ready to grant it to the ſin- 
cerely penitent and reformed, and he will to this purpoſe, af- 


ford them all the help that can be ee ene from 


8 tender and affectionate. _ 


4. If the account we have given of the Devil oy juſt, then 
all notions of witchcraft, or of being paſſeſſed by the Devil, 


are vain and groundleſs. Tis all deceit and impoſition upon 
the weakneſs and credulity of . mankind. For ſhame ! let 
us entertain more honourable ſentiments of the moral govern- 
ment of God; let us think ourſelves ſafe under the protec- 
tion of his providence, ey from OG eee 


| vin ons - 


8. 7 than 2 


ſerve a faſt of forty days, from this exainple of our Saviour. 
It is certain that Chriſt was miraculouſly ſupported during 
the forty days and — 2 — and that he did not feel the painful 
ſenſe of hunger, . | 5 were over. It is * 
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8 . 60 ae bim in 8 ne a her 2 we kad that 


the Apoſtles or firſt Chriſtians, pretended to imitate him here - 


in; it was an abſurdity, reſerved for later and more corrupt 


ages. 


To place religion in abſtaining from thoſe things which 
God has given us leaye 10 enjoy in moderation, is both a 


| ſenſeleſs and impious thing. Religion never did, nor ever can 


conſiſt in any thing, but wg N Pony, and ow 
by, in the preſent world: | 
th. From the example of our 1 in I din 


. any good work, we may expect to meet with difficulties, 


but we ſhould not ſuffer them to diſcourage us. Human na- 
ture was the fame in our Lord, as in us, and he therefore 
could not but be affected with the feelings of want, and the 
difficulties that lay before him in the courſe of his publick 
mimiſtry; but none of theſe things moved him, ſo as to diſ⸗ 
courage him. T was good advice of the ſon of Sirach, my. 
fon, if thou come to ſerve. the Lord prepare thy foul for tempta- 
ion. Difficulties will preſent themſelves to us, in the entrance 
upon any good work; but if they be reſiſted, they will gra- 
dually grow leſs, till the ways of wiſdom, will become e | 
pleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace. ; 


5 


Ith. We here learn from the example of our Ni Ia that 


ve mult not demand more evidence in matters of religion, 
[when ſufficient has been already granted us. A doubt had 
almoſt riſen in our Lord's mind, whether he was: really the 
ſon of God, and he Was ready to try, by commanding- ſtanes 
to become bread, and by caſting himſelf-down-from ihe bat- 
- "tlements of the temple, -whether- he vas the ſon of and 
the beloved of God; but he inſtantly recollected bimſelf, 
that he had evidence enough of his being the ſon of God, by 
the deſcent of the ſpirit, and the voice from Heaven; and he 
"was unwilling! to affront; *or to ſeem to diſtruſt God, by aſk- 
ing more evidence; In like manner, let us believe the exiſtence 


* 


of God, from the evidence we have in the works of nature; 


ſince it is impoſſible. to account for our own exiſtence, or the | 
" exiſtence of any ching elſe, without the ſuppoſition of a Cod. 


et us believe hs chriſtian W _ the Yr” we 
+ ave 


bs in the ſervice of God, rejoicing.” 


OT 1 23 7 

[8 from miracles the fulfillment of cee and e 

ble atteſtation of facts. Let us believe a future ſtate, and the 

rewards and puniſhments of it from the teſtimony of our Sa- 

viour, without deſiring, fooliſhly, to have one of our acquain- 
tance raiſed from the dead, to aſſure. us of theſe things: I fay 

let us believe cheſe points upon the evidence we have, without 

_ deficing more, and let us frame our tempers and conduct ac- 

cordingly ; ſince, to allude to the words of our Sayjonr, if We 

believe nat Meſes, me * 

- 8th; In our Saviour we ſee” ke! great advantage of a 
good acquaintance with the ſcriptures. Trying thoughts 
aroſe in his mind. There was no paſſage of ſcripture itſelf, 
that at firſt glance, might ſeem to'countenance preſumption | 
or diſtruſt of God, but he had inſtantly ready a more obvious | 
Clear 'paſlage, wherewith to reſiſt the temptation, to ſatisfy 
his doubts, and to comfort him in his duty. Let it there- 
tore be our care, to be acquainted : with the whole cogaſel of 
God, that we may not by miſapplyicg ſome texts o ſcrip- 
ture either be led into fin, into deſpair, or into an uncom- 
fortable melancholly ſervice of God; that by our knowledge | 
of other plainer texts, we may be enabled to * on our N. 


ww 


eth. In the example of our Lord we . wat are the 
principal temptations to which we are expoſed, and what 
arguments and reſolutions we are to oppoſe and conquer 
them. Our tem ptations are drawn from our bodily wants, 
from our proneneſs to diftruſt the providence of Cod, not- 
withſtanding his paſt goodneſs to us, and from our pride and 
ambition: our bodily appetites are very craving,” und like- 
wile very impatient of delay, and we are further apt to pre- 
ſcribe to God, in what particular way our wants muſt be 
ſupplied; but againſt temptations of this kind, our Lord Was | 


willing to wait God's time, to ſubmit to God in what 
he ſhould be ſupplied' knowing that if he ſhould bis lags 


plied in the way he himſelf defired, without God's bleſſing, 
it would ſignify nothing; and that by humbly reſigning him- 
alf to God, he could pp bim by innumerable methods 

for 
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for which 1 was eyery way ſufficient, - ol we muſt re- 


ſiſt temptations to diſtruſt the providence of God, by re- 
flecting on the favours we have hitherto received, and draw. 
ing from thence an argument for further hope: we ſhould 
greatly offend. God, by diſtruſting him, after ſuch large EX- 
perience of his kindneſs: He who has begun 4 good work i in 
ut, will carry it on to perfection i in glory; he that ſpared not, 
&c. But to ſtrengthen this argument for dependance upon 


the providence of God, we muſt be careful to preſerve our 


Innocence, and to be found in the way of our duty. Finally, 
we mult reſiſt temptatians to. pride, to ambition, to great 


8 increaſe in riches ; by reflecting that our ſupreme regards 


are due to God, and to him only ; and that could we make 
the greateſt acquiſitions in temporal wealth and power, this 
could' never make amends for withdrawing our affections in 
the leaſt from God, and conſequently for forteiting the fa- 


vour of God. 
Laſtly, if we, reſiſt. temptations, and reſolutely preſerve 


our. innocence, we may expect that * will i in due 


time come into our aſſiſtance. 


Though God doth lexve his Meer Greants for = ſrafon to 


_ ſevere trials, if, in a faithful allegiance to him, they bear 
them . patiently; if they mortify the Juſt of the fleſh, the 


luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, they may truſt, that 


he will in the courſe of his providence, grant them wwe. 


he ſhall ſee truly good for them, and make up to them their 


| proſent trials, and particularly conduct them fafe to the 


of his heavenly kingdom. Let us therefore hearken 


to the words of the pſalmiſt $, Tyuſt in the Lord and do good, 


| fo ſhalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou ſbalt be fed. 
Delight thyſelf alſo in the Lord; and he ſhall give thee the de- 


fires. of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord: Truft 
alſo in him, and he ſball bring it to paſs. And he ſball bring forth 
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A Paraphraſe — — Ob on ths 5 
cure of Peter's wife's mother, and 


the Poſſeſſed at ee 


T 2 viii. i Fw, * 5 zo the I 7th 


Verſes incluſive. 
4 AND when Jeſus. was come into W 


Houte, he ſaw his Wife's Mother laid, and ſick 


of a Fever. 15 And he touched Nov Hand, 
and the Fever left her: and (he aroſe, and mi- 
niſtred unto them. 16 When the Even was 


come, they brought unto him many that were 
_ poſſeſſed with Devils: and he caſt out the 8pi - 


rits with his word, and healed. all that were 
fick. 1 That it might be folfilled which. was 
ſpoken. by Eſaias. the Prophet, faying, himſelf 


1 8 took. « our c Infirmities, and bate our Siekneſſes. 


: vere ia. ETER and Andrew, James 3 John, being juſt 
On. invited by Chriſt, to attend upon him; they all to- 
gether vent from the ſynagogue to Peter's houſe, as Mark 9, 


informs us ;. there the mother of Peter's wife was laid up f 
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our Jai was nme date e with her ol R's. 

the. danger ſhe was in, by the perſons" who. waited upo 
her; and at the ſame time they intreated him, ta/exert his 
5 ahd healing pbwer in her favour. Jeſus, being never 

deaf to the requeſts, which were made to bim, eſpecially i : 
dy thoſe, who, from what they had ſeen and heard of his 
08 were humble believers in his divine ability to an- 
ſwer their requeſts: (St. Luke * tells us, that) as he was ſtand - 8 
ing at the ſide of the bed, on which the ſick woman lay, 
be rebuked the Fever, probably Wy a ſhort xt to is 
er that i it might be removed. 8 . 


Ver. 15th. Then 150 he took = - the hand, 5 raiſed her 
up in her bed; as Peter did afterwards, when he reſtored Ta- ; 
bitha to life +; the feveriſh. diſorder inſtantly left the No- 5 
mag, and that moment ſhe was fo well, as to aſſiſt in 1 
"_ to, or waiting apgn 1 eſus and his diſciples at 1 


a e ga being . the evening bike: now | 
come, or the ſabbath being finiſhed, which begun after one Sun- 
ſet and ended after another 9: Frem evening 10 evening ſhall - 
ye celebrate your ſabbath. The Jews.in our Lord's time, were 
very obſervant and tenacious of their. ritual inſlitutions; and 
tere though many in this. town. of Capernaum Were 
perſwaded of Jeſus's divine ability to work miracles, and 85 
though they knew that he was now in the town, be having 
appeared publickly at the ſynagogue; yet being ſuperſtiti- ts 
ouſly. ſearful of breaking the reſt of the ſabbath, by the 
ſmall labour of bringing the ſick on their couches to Jeſus, 
during the ſabbath, they deferred it till Sun ſet; though po- 
ſibly the reaſon, why they delayed, might os, not to give 
offence to the captious and catiling Scribes and Phariſees, who 
ſought occaſion to find fault: but let this be as it will; at 
Sun- ſet rest, nee were 2 0 him, pertiips 1 
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"Both Mark * and Luke + intimate as much, ſo that all 
manner of ſick perſons were brought to Chriſt; nay, thoſe 


afflicted with the worſt diſorders, and ſuch as wo deemed 
incurable by human means, were brought to him, viz. thoſe 


who were poſſeſſed with devils. It will be neceſſary here to 8 
Obſerve, that the word uſed by Matthew, Mark and Luke, 


is the fame; and likewiſe that it does not ſignify devils; in- 


deed the Scripture never ſpeaks of more than one. Devil; 
aud that one Devil and his angels, are reſerved in chains of 


_ everlaſting darkneſs, unto; the judgment of the great day; 


hence it would be impoſſible, even for Chriſt. himſelf, to caſt 


out many devils, - We muſt therefore, neceſſarily, have re- 
courſe to a different interpretation of the word. Now the 

Word here rendered devils, properly ſignifies demons. De- 

mons were ſuppeſed to be the fouls of dead men, who occa- 


ſioned divers diſorders; ſuch as melancholy, madneſs, lu- 
nacy, the Falling fickriefs, &c. But the Jews ſuppoſing that 
dead men occaſioned diſorders is no proof that they. did ſo. 


| However every one muſt be left to his own judgment, whe- 
ther ſuch a notion is probable or no, To me it appears ut- 


_ terly abſurd; and I want ſome better eridence _ it, than 


the mere groundleſs imagination of WEIS 


The common people indeed may very onarally ale, if 
* demons, or the ſauls of departed men, did not poſ- 


ſeſs any man, and occaſion certain diſorders, why: do the 
_ - ſeriptures ſpeak concerning theſe things, in ſuch kind of lan- 
 - guage? This is a: difficulty, upon which I am ſenſible the 
common people will lay very great ſtreſs; and it will be diffi- 
cult, and in many caſes impoſſible, to beat e its 


though the anfiver to k is in itlelf very ey. 15 


2 


Thoſe who-are acquainted either with ancient 926 8 


books know, that, in —̃ — we are not to 
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ſince that language ſpring from falſe Hypotheſes or opi- 


nions; and the ſame language is fill retained even by learned 


men, nay, bythe Scripture itſelf ; though it is 3 
that thoſe Hypotheſes, or opinions, are groundleſt; it be- 


ing the” deſign of the ſacred writers to inſtruct men in 3 
gion, and net natural philoſphy; therefore, as in natural 


Phileſsphy they retained the vulgar language, though! that 


language owed it's riſe-to falſe opinions, ſo the ſcripture ſpeaks, 
a if the earth was fixed and immoveable; which every tri- 


fler in Mathematics, now knows to be abſolutely falſe: The 

ſacted Writers contenited themſelves to ſpeak according to the 

vulgar appearances and conceptions. Hence from the lan- 

5 gags made uſe of we have no reaſon to conclude, that devils | 

poſſeſſed men; of that demons, IEEE 
| SI OR or the like diſorders. | 


80 that by our Lotd's difting; ROY a 


8 eee no more an 


All theſe diſcaſed oh 50 1 being 8 Chriſ, 
Pen a great concourſe, ſo that as Mark * fſays, 
 Alkthe city appeared to be come together to the door of the 
bouſe. Matthew. and Lüke + affare us, that he healed | 
| all that were brought to him; then Luke | goes on to 
fay, that devils came out of many, erying out and ſaying, | 
thou art CnxisT the Sen of God; and he rebnking them, 
res them won e beeauſe they knew him, 


"..irgording te our: interpretation: of the. Words, poſſeſſed 
with devils; it will. here be neceſſary to underſtand no more, 
than that the madmen imprudently and unguardedly declared, 
That Jnxsus was the Mxss iin; which during their madneſs 
— have beatdtton oth — - 
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extraordinary miracles. muſt needs be the MessiaH; howe- 
ver our Lox would not permit them to divulge this weir o- 


pinian. Some may be deſirous to know why. our LogD en- 


Joined ſilence upon them; ſeveral and ſatisfactory anſwers 
may be given ts this enquiry, Though our Lord ſometimes 
_ appealed to his miracles, in proof of his divine miſſion, that 
he might filence the unreaſonable and perverſe cavils of the 


. 1 Phariſees, . yet he might perhaps be more deſirous that men 


would follow him from a regard to the excellence and purity 
of his doctrine, than from their admiration of his power to 
Work miracles, Again, it is very agreeable to the general 
5 er of our Lok B, to ſuppoſe that our Lokp's modeſty, 
his perfect freedom from oſtentation and vanity,. might. bea 
reaſon why he forbad thoſe on whom he performed cures, to 
make them known, or toideclare that 1 e * 
i eee Further: 


it in the caſe hikers us devils were 1 caſt out, then - 


| the reaſon why Chriſt enjoined filence upon them, was, that 

there might not be any ground of ſuſpicion, that there was a 

| Pere agreement betwixt him and the devils, and that they ſuf- 

: | fered themſelves eaſily to be diſpoſſeſſed. by him, and then to 
een him to be the Chriſt, that thus mankind might be the 
more craftily deceived and impoſed upon by him: For to ſay the 
truth, if the devils were diſpoſſeſſed by Chriſt, and then on 

| | "ed him, there would have been room for ſpecious ſuſpi 
. that Chriſt did not caſt ont devils, but by Bedlacbub, 2 — 
| prince of the devils, as the Phariſees more than once inſi 
nnated But Chriſt not only did nothing amiſs; he took 

care that he ſhould not be ſo. much as ſuſpected of col. On 

| the other hand, allowing theſe perſons not to have been poſ- 

| EE ſeſſed With devils, But to have been only demons, or mad- 
OD men, neither our Lord, nor het ſober 2 W n be 
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great crowd about him, and he ſhould thereby give pmbrage 
to the civil ma 
ſometking againſt him in this reſpect, which required great 
tion, his kingdom not being of this world; yet he Was cautious 


of giving any ground to others, to think this of bim 
ſeems to have been the general reaſon, why our Lord avoided 


ng 
325 0h P 
— — 8 


diſmiſſing, or departing from the multitude * : : Upon the 


Ih by { | EE 1 de of the ſea of Galilee, becauſe he ſaw great multitudes a- 
| ; 5 : 5 take him by force, and make him a king, he departed again 
1 into a mountain alone. And great reaſon our Lord had for 


17 be was accuſed of ſedition, and ſetting himſelf up for a king: 


FELT perverting the nation, forbiding to give tribute te Cæſar, ſaying, 
1 that he himſelf is Chriſt, a King ; be ſtirreth up the people, teach 
: 


this charge J. 
not 1 thoſe whom he mirgeploplly cured, to make him 
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1 Mark i. 45: 


+ Matth. xiv. 22. John vi. 15. 
ee ee 95 Luke xxiii. 2. Cos 


Luke axiii.. 4; __ 
18 bas 


1 


. 1 thoſe whom he miraculouſly healed, to make him ; 
5 known, was, leſt this ſhould be the means of collecting a 


giſtrate, as tho' he deſigued to ſet up for a 
king. The Scribes; Phariſees and Herodians, laid wait to find 


reſerve in Jeſus. This indeed was the furtheſt from his inten- 
This 


crowds: The multitude would have gladly ſet him up and 
followed him as their king ; accordingly we find him often 


cleanſed lepers blazing abroad his cure, there was ſach a con 

55 fluence of people, that Jefus could no more openly enter into 

WE the city, but was without in deſert places. In the 18th verſe 
5 | of this chapter he gave commandment to depart to the other 


bout bim. The ſame thing he did again, and for the fame 
- reaſon f. When Jeſus perceived, that they would come and | 


. caution | in this particular ; ſince we find upon his tryal, that 5 
Thus t the Jews exeited Pilate againſt. Jeſus thus, I thou let. 


J go, theu art not Cæſar i friend g. We found this fellew | 


ing throughout all Fewry, beginning from Gallilee to this place : E 
Indeed Pilate owned that he could not find any foundation for 
Probably another reaſon, why our Lord would | 


35S -. 
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| known, was, leſt he ſhotld too much excite: the * the 3» 
| Phariſces, who by ſeeing the crouds attending him, would be 
| provoked to cut him off, before he had fulfilled his miniſtry: 
5 Accordingly he more that once retired, that he might be more 


private in Gallilee *: \ After theſe things Jeſus walked in Gallilee, 


a for he would not 0 in Jeury, becauſe the Fews ſought to kill 
bim. Finally; it is probable, in ſome caſes, Jeſus's reaſon for en- 


Joining ſilence on thoſe for whom he wrought miracles, was 


2 owing: to his concern for their ſafety; that the Jews might | 


not do them harm; for their acquaintarice or converſation with 
him: For + the Jews had agreed, that if any man did confeſs 
that he was Chriſt, he ſhould be put out of the Synagogue : 


, In" conſequence of this + Though. many of the chief rulers 
believed on him, yet becauſe of the Phariſees, they did not con- 

| l. him, left they ſhould be put out of "the Synagogue.  ThusI 
_ [have given a brief ſummary of the reaſons, which induced 


our Lord not to permit himſelf to be publickly owned as 
the Meſſiah, 1 he now had cured innumeräble N 
ed perſons, and "ev: en demoniacs or madmen ; and that, 
Mathew obſerves, i in A divine manner, ith. a word ſpeaking. 


15 w 17. St. Matthew king more briefly than: "Mark, 
or Luke, related theſe innumerable miraculous cures, here 


. takes notice of the fulfillment of a prophecy, in the per- 


1 rmance of 5 lags which thoſe other Evangeliſts habe 
not mentioned. is the obſervation of a very judiciohs 
perſon, that in Ha new Teſtament, the phraſe, (That it might . 


"bs Fulflledy, implied; that the event was foretold in the old 
Teſtament, and that that particular event was intended by - 
the prophecy referred to; but when the phraſe in the new 
Teſtament, is only this, / Then was fulfilled,)) it is, at leaſt 
ſometimes, an alluſion, and is uſed when the words of the 
Old Teſtament. are borrowed to expreſs · a preſent matter of 
fact, but without ſuppoſing that they area prediction of that 
| 250 We hey: had outen above, to dhew the e of 
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time this obſervation: for: ame CD dee oh hs 
when St. Matthew here ſays, Chriſt performed all theſe 
miracles, that it might be fulfilled, which aua ſpoken by Efaigs 
formities; and bars gur 
 ſickneſſes, we muſt . conclude, that what LHaiah +: propheſied 
Toncerning Chriſt, furely. he 'hath berne-our. griefs, and gar- 
tried our forrows:; muſt be a ;prophegy of Chriſt's | 7 
diſeaſes, and removing "grievous . maladies. from ſick and | 
fifordered people: I ſay this mnſt be the. meaning. of the 
Prophet, and his only meaning; ſo that whatever other 
ſenſes have been put upon his words, by ignorant. and fallible 
wen, they muſt be all rejected, and this interpretation of | 
St. Matthew ſtuck to, as the only true one. This interpre- 
tation, it muſt be owned, will ſet aſide a great deal, of What 
bas long been . 0 . chriſtian 
; e a e de Fe "196 


From wins bas been aid e 0 ve, "ſt, hz er- N 
ror of the Papiſts, in forbidding marriage to their Prieſts 
and recommending celibacy to others, as'a ſtate of greater 
Purity 4. The Romaniſts claim their exorbitant\-powers | 
as the ſucceſſors of - St; Peter. Now it is, well known; that | 
marriage is not allowed to their prieſts; that it is-xechoneg, 
by them, even worſe than adultery and other uncle: i 
but it happens very unluckily ſor them that. Peters whom 

they account their head, was actually married; and chat dot 
_ [only before he became a chriſtian and an Apoſtle, but af. 
terwards; for his wife went with him, as he travelled up and 
doun to ſpread the Goſpel q: Have. we: nor power. $0, lad 
about a ſiſter, a wiſe, as well-as other Apoftles,. ard the bre- 
Abren of the Lord, and Cephas, .or Peter: Tis ſtrange that 
the Papiſts have not yet had the generoſity to own, that their 
forbidding Wen is. Seien 10 e as . 


. 
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Cor. ix. v5 ; 
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a , | 
St. Paul ſays , in the latter times fome. ſball depart ſrum the 
Faith, forbidding to marry, And whereas many of the vota- 
tries of the Roman church retire from the publick to a ſoli · 
tary life, upon pretence of greater purity in reſtrainiog their 
carnal deſires, and of more exalted improvement in piety - 
aud goodneſs, this is often a mere pretence, if the accounts we 
have are to be credited: Whatever was the intention of 
theſe perſons in retiriog, the reſtraint of their carnal incli- 
nations has been no part of the practice of many of them. 
Beſides, religion does nor conſiſt, in quitting the relation we 
ſttand in to ſociety, in retiring from the world, in living in a 
N + cloiſter, or even in praying all the day long : If indeed there 
. | is any religion in theſe things, it is not to be compared with 
Ts, | the. performance of ſocial duties, with behaving well as 
huſbands and wives, as parents and children, with being 
friendly and uſeful to our neighbourhood, and with exhi- 
biting an open and publick e " every thing that is 
- _— and praiſe · worthy. „ 
Ad. How complying is our Lord with every W and. 
= 1 requeſt +; Seldom. had any one occaſion to re- 
peat their requeſts to Chriſt; his breaſt was pitiful and truly 
compaſſionate; and therefore without any delay he tet 
about the cure of Peter's wife's mother; he rebuked the fe- 
ver, and it left her. Upon e eee occaſions likewiſe, 
did our Lord behave in this manner: And if ſuch tender and 
humane diſpoſitions were in our Lord, how merciful, and 
kind, and ready to anſwer our requeſts, muſt we ſuppoſe 
the God and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be? What : 
is thus in the ſon muſt be eminently in the father by EN 5 
| conſideration ſhould dna a us, in our addreſſes and pe- „ 
titions to God, MEE 6; 
3d. Oblerve tbegratitadeof this a Benefits in | 16385 
general are no ſooner confered than they grow old. lojuricy _. .- a8 
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we can baer and perhaps 1 never forget te to our dying 4 
| Kindneſſes make but very faint. and flender impreſſions upon 
our minds. There was only one of the ten lepers that re- 
turned to give thanks to our Lord, for his cleanſing +. But 
| ſhe, far from thinking her thanks alone ſufficient, immediately 
| roſe and miniſtred food and ſuch things as they wanted, to Je- 
us and his attendants. ' Our Lord, though he performed fo 


many, and fo extraordinary miracles, chiefly ſubſiſted on the 
benefactions of his friends; and with the gratitude and the 


reſpect that were ſhewn he was always wel! pleaſed ; and he | 


will be equally pleaſed with the ſmalleſt kindneſſes, even a cup 


of cold water, beſtowed on any, becauſe they belong to Chriſt. 


And now Chriſt is abſent from us, and we cannot be ſo happy 
as to ſhow our gratitude to him in perſon, for all that he 
has done for us, we are to ſhow 1 it to, the pore who are al- 
ways with us. 


e From what Yo been already briefly id, concern 
ing the poſſeſſed with devils, we ſee the neceſſity there is, 
of having recourſe to a figurative interpretation of many 


paſſ iges in the ſacred writings. Great abatements are to be 


made in interpreting many parts of Scripture, on account of 
the bold, Eaſtern manner of ſpeaking, which is very different 
from ours; and many ſtrange things have been fathered upon 
the Scriptures, by interpreting them according to our pre- 


ſlent phraſeology and cuſtoms. If every thing was to be inter- 
preted literally, we ſhould be induced to ſuppoſe, that God 


had hands and eyes, and human affections and paſſions. Pro- 
teſtants in general own, that our Lord's words, this is my Body, 
are to be interpreted figuratively, to guard againſt the abſurd 
daoctrine of tranſubſtantiation. And really the common no- 

tion of perſons being poſſeſſed with devils is ſcarce more 
defenſible. One would not willingly ſuppoſe, that the mer- 
' ciful God has given leave to a company of malicious devils, 
to — men, to convulſe, to agonize, to torture, to rend 


— 


+ Luke xviii. 17. + Matthew XXvi. i. 6. 13. 


* — 


. 1 


| them: at their pleaſures, rather than ſuppoſe this, one would 
| be be willing to hare, recourſe to a figurative, or almoſt to any, | 
interpretation, And truly it will not be difficult to freaks . 
new Teſtament, in all the places in which it ſpeaks of po 
- Hons, from countenancing this notiom; for beſides, thut the 
| ſcripture. never ſpeaks of more than one devil, that one devil 
: is not once mentioned in the caſes of poſſeſſion;;: the word 
which i is rendere&devils, always ſignifies demons; which was 
language made uſe of from a miſtaken notion, that che ſouls 
of wicked. gg dee 1 Oy ſome 
| _ Aiorders.... 300596 1598 ' 5 11 


: 30. The modi; "= Chriſt 585 again 3 #4 , "Tho? 
a had here performed innumerable miraculous cures, | 
| and had even freed. many who. were. oppreſſed with madneſs, 
melancholy, the falling-lickneſs, &c. from their diſorders, 
he.would not boaſt of them himſelf, neither would he per · 
mit others to publiſh. t them, notwithſtanding they might think 
themſelves obliged i in gratitude to declare them; and not- 
withſtanding: their open. declaration was a proof of their per- 
d Twalich that he was che Meſiiah, and divinely commiſſioned, 
* he truſted to his Works for reputation, rather than to his 
un Oftentation, ar. to the praiſes. of others. Never any 
luck truer to his own doctrine, than our Lord: [hen thou 
5 gt thine Alms, do not found a Trumpet before thee, as the 
hypocrites do, in the Synagogues and in the ſtreets, that they 
may. Be ſeen of men; verily T ſay unto you they have their re. 
g | ward. But when thou doft thine. Alms, let not thy left hand 
; 


kane 


. .. 
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know what -thy. right hand doth. And is not this example 
| of our Lord a good pattern for us to imitate ? If his in- 
numerable, extraordinary, and divine benefits, would” nor 
hear being boaſted of, even. by him, but were to be kept as . 
vate as poſſible; (though we ought in imitation of Chriſt - _ 
DD be as uſeful and kind as we are able.) our few, and imper- | 
| feet good offices, wilt not bear to be mentioned by us; or 
4t Luke iy iv. 41. | F Mathew R 1 
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th. St. Matthew: hete-helps va ta one particular. W 


\Chtifi's-workinjz-miractes, as they were: fulfillment of pro- 


phecy, and conſequently one proot of Chriſt's being the 
Meſſinh . For chough it is highly, probable that the grand 
intention of miracles in general were to route the atten- 
tian of -mankind,: and to engage à more impartial and conſi- 


derate regard to the doctrine of him who perform d thoſe mls. 


Ap Yet beſides this deſign, of miracles, there is another, 
e Viz. As they were a fulfillment of propl | 


were, one grand proof of Chriſt's heing * Meſſiah, is plain 
from the anſwer which our Lord returns to John's meſſen- 
gers t; John enquired of bim by his meſſengers, Art thau 

2 that Hbeuld come? Jeſus, as a proof that he was he that 
ſhould. come, or the Meſſiah, bids the Meſſengers return 10 
Jobn with this- anſwer, The blind receive their fight, and 
the lame walk, the tepers, are cleanſed, and the deaf hear, the 
dead are raid up. By the 1 Je ohn would know that 


is was the Meſſiah; as theſe miracles were a fulfillment 
of prophecy relating to, the Meſſiah, 80 St. Matthew here 


tells us, that what Taiah [| foretold concerning Chriſt, Surely 


| be hath borne eur grief, and carried our forrows, war fulflled 
| in  Chrift's curing bodily. di iſeaſes. It was foretold concern · 


g the time of the- Mefliah $, In that day Gall the deaf h hear 
the words, of the book, and the eyes of the Blind ſhall fee. out 
olſeurity, and out of. darkneſ *. Then the eyes of the. blin 


ſhall: be opened, and the ears of the deaf. "ſhall 1 be unſtopped, t then 


ee as an tart, and the: tongue 3 q 
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7, and a proof that : 
was the perſon pointed at in prophecy to be à per- 
| former of them. And that miracles were to be, and really | 


firg 


tm) 


_ 3 it was read by our Lord, on on the Gbbath-tay, ia 

the ſynagogue at Nazareth f. The. ſpirit of the Lord in upon 
me, becauſe he hath:anointed me tp preach the Goſpel to te 
Poor: be bath ſent me d heal the:broken-hearted, to preach d 
Averance to the cuptiues, and recovery of bt to the blind, to 
ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed ;: then h he began to ſay 

-unto them, Thi day is tbis ſcripture fulfilled: in your ears. 
And as the Jews knew from the prophetical ſeriptures, that 
the Meſſiah was to perform miracles J, when he was at 
Jeruſalem, at the paſſover, on the. feaſt-day, many believed en 
bit name when they ;ſaw the miracles which be did. Aud in 
places, too numerous to mention, our Bord appeals to his mi- 
raclesg not only as proofs of a divine power . dim, 
N the fulfillment of rn ee ee fur 


$2 T8: 


- : thy Tot, the fulfillment of prophecy, . in our « Saviourk 8 
working miracles, be a confirmation of our Hith i in him. Let 
us receive him as a teacher ſent from God; ſince 1 no man 
could do the works that he did except God was with him. 
Let us receive him as that great and eminent perſon, in whom 
all the prophecies center: And as our convictions of the cer- 
tainty of his divine miſſion grow more numerous ard firorig, 
let his doctrine, and his divine r . er r 
ence ann our W and conduct. 6: n BI 6 


Stk. From St; Matthew 3 application. 2 5 this 3 
bann to underſtand ſeveral phraſes in the ſcriptures, which, i in 
common uſe, are. of dark and obſcure: meaning. Chriſt is 
here faid to haue borne. our griefe, and carried. aur forraws 
himſelf ; to have took aur infirmities, r bare our ſickneſſeg, 
And theſe are phraſes uſed, St. Matthew tells us, to expreſs 
Chriſt's healing. bodily. diſorders ;. but how was it that he 


took on him theſe infirmities? How did he bear theſe ſick- 


neſſes ? ? Was | it by hecoming fic ſick himſelf, by being 3 


+ an Ixi. 1. + Luke iv. 18. $ Verſe 21. | Job i ii. 23. 
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Sith evils? No, nothing like Its Nothing 3 mten ge 
by theſe expreſſions, than Finn healing diſorders miracu- 
louſly, or by a divine power. Hence, when Chriſt is ſaid 
to have bore our fins, to have the iniquities of us alllaikup: | 
on him, we cannot ſuppoſe,” that our ſins aud iniquities, lits- 
rally, became the ſins and iniquities of Chriſt; or that je 
ſuffered the puniſhment, and ſo made ſatisfaction to-the ine - 
-ofable, unrelenüng wrath and juſtice of bis father. One 
would think that none could avoid ſeeing that as Chriſt took 


on him the ſickneſſes of men, bychealing them, ſo he Jike- 


Wiſe took on him their ſins, by the power Which. he obtained 


from his father to remit and forgive the guilt of penitent 


perſons, and by ruiſing them from the dead, reſtore them. to 


| that immortality which they had forfcited: by fin: I ſay, this 


is the moſt that can poſſibly be underſtood, by Chriſt's Hine 
ing our ſins ins. And I deſire like wie, that you would take 
Particular notice, that this | is St. Marthews s interpreta 


| and not mine. N ; „ 
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«Laſtly. Shall t we lads Chriſt by prajing, dark is by 


evening; as far as we are able, the infirmities and diſorders 
of our fellow-creatures? Chriſt continually went about do- 


ing good; and he ſpared no pains that he might do good 


to the ſouls and bodies of men: As we call him our 
maſter, we ſhould take care to be like him. Let us there- 
fore bear one another's burdens, and fo fulfil the law of Grit; 

+ Let none ut boot only on bis own things, but alſs every one , 
en the things of others; Let ur weep with them that weep, 
ſympathize' with the afflicted, abate the miſery, and add to 


the happineſs of our r bretliren and fellow chriſtians, IE of 
all mankind. | Cn 
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Ver. 28. And Ses * was come Loth othet 
gor, into the Country of the Gergefencs, there 
met him two poſleſſed with Devils, coming out of 
; the Tombs, exceeding. fierce, 75 that ao man 


might paſs by that way. 29 And behold they cried 


out, ſaying what have we to do with thee, Jeſus 
thou Son of God? Art thou come hither to 
torment us before the time? 30 And there 
We good bo Oo from them a herd Nek mas 


«KF ES 


1 hold the whole hed of —— tan a violcatly down | 
a ſteep place into the Sea, and periſhed in the 

pts 33 And "oY thar kept them fled, 
and 
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and went their. ways ito the City, eng told e 
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| very thing; and what was befallen to Ahe pofleff- 


2 of the Devils. 34 Aud bebold the whole 
Dity came out to mtet Jeſus, and when they : 
fave him they beſought him that he would de- 
Pry ge of their. schall. 9 140 
TATTHEW, Mark, and Luke, al agree in us us, 
that this hiſtorical fact immediately ſucceeded the 


= But it will be neceſſary on this occaſion; to ſpeak 


ſomething more largely than we have hitherto done, though | 


AS briefly A9 poſlible,. c concerning the poſſeſſions of be New 


Teſtament; —_ MERE WIG than oy our 8 
| cerning them. | RESI 


Theſe poſſeſſions: are, to babe a very Rerhlg 


we are apt to wonder there ſhould be ſo many perſons poſſeſſed 


with Devils, juſt;at our Saviour's time, mote than we read 
of, either before or after, in Judea, or in other, nations, at 
any time, Some have, been ready to think, that God pe rmitte 
che Devils t to be ſd, der; troubleſome at bat time, th at 


1 


count for the e of Hiabolica enen at Wee 


Which we ſhall take no notice of; Hut if ve can. make ĩt ap- 
pear, with any conſiderable degree of probability, that our 


opinion is true, I think that, to all ſober and ſerious perſons, it 5 


will be a very great recommendation of it; that it giyes a more 


pleaſing, juſt, and honourable view, both of the natural 
moral government of the | gracious and merciful God, than the 
opinion concerning the poſſeſſions of the New Teſtament, 
Which is now in vogue and generally prevails. It wl woe 
over be proper to conſider this matter at preſent, "hot only 
as'this is the firſt partielar ſtory of the kind, which wie hüte 


pet met with in St. Matthew, hut as/itilies in all the three 
| Evangeliſts, is thought to be e the wolf Hiſfieyl- 


ties, 


52 i. 
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-T he propoſition! we ſhall 7 Ab is this, That al thol 

5 n who in the New Teſtament, mann, to our tran 
ſlation, are faid to have been poſſeſſed with dexils, were really s 
no other than mad, melancholy, eee ſuch 2 
were troubled with the falling-ſickneſs; convulſions, &c. And 

it may perhaps be of ſervice bere, if ve remember what has 


Y already been ſaid concerning the devil;; when- we explained f 

4 our LoRDp's-temptation-*,....But as it is not abſolutely needꝰ | 

| ful in the eaſe before us, we ſhall not here repeat any of it, | { 

p We-ſhall-endeavour to prove and Ane een | 

. the following obfervatious. L 6; Baines eaviziandt fo} 18 | 
il. There is only one devil , mentioned in all the; Bi- | 

3 ble 1 know not that this has been taken notice of by any 

* one in accounting for the difficulties that attend the poſſeſſions; 

d but ydu may aſſure yourſelves that it is certainly true; and 

"BY that wherever you meet with the mention of more than one 

d devil, in the Engliſh Bible, that it is manifeſtly and undoubt- 

ſ edly wrong; it is the fault of -our-trandlators3 ſo that thong 

r we read in the Engliſh Teſtament, that a man was poſſeſſed 

8 With devils, or with many; devils, we know it could not poſ- 

5 ſbiy be, and therefore when. q the man fad he had a legion; 

- that is; 67666 devils; he either ſpoke epi or lie one who! 

= 3 or had in in aſts;7 1210 2320 e ee e een 

it 700 p Ennis bed gag: a f 

6e 2. 3 the Bible ee — : N 

d ſo that one devil is not ſo much as once ſpoke of, in all the | 

le caſes; of poſſeſſions of the New Teſtament: The devil is | 

t, not once faid to poſſeſs any man. This is indeed very ſurpri- | 

5 Hog; when we conſider how general the notion does and has. 

ly prevailed, that the devil or devils actually entered into men; 2b 

e achat dns notion has likewiſe been thought to be built up [ 

0 | — —— — | 

. * . Marthew iv. 1. to the 11. * Mark v. 9. Luke vii, 39. | 


ws „ on 


: * the elt bint of any ſuch ting : * tranſlators had this 
wild and extravagant notion in their own heads, and they fa- 
 thered'it upon int New / Teſtament; and have thus miſrepre- 
ſemted and diſgraced revelation; but this is not the only in. 
Lince in which revelation has ſuffered, by tri. ranſlating it, 
according to the weUEt/ᷣͤuperſtitious opinions which happened 
do prervil. All This is: whit learded chen well know; and 
yet, ! by T:knownnetwhit kind of prejudice, way of them 
-nrvieſtly contend? that; according to the 'New Teſtament, 
devils poſſeſſed many: which ono would ſcarce credit, did 
we not certainly know; that” in many inſtances, there is no- 
weg ſo weak;:and ridiculous, which bane learned men have 
not ſet themſelves earneſtly to defend oo pomralius ab 


: "Hh In hehehe Teſtament: wheres devil, of devils, 
is ſaid to poſſeſs any man, it ſhould be rendered demon, or 
demos. Nat demons te thought to be the ſouls of dead 
men. The beathens thought the ſouls of the dead did fil the 
air, and had very conſiderable power. and: influence over the 
hving. Theſe ſouls they calbd demons; and imagined them to 
be the diſpenſers of good or evil upon eartb. Naw, not to 
take notice of the many ſubdiviſions, demons were divided in- 
to to general forts,” good and bad; that there were good Yew 
mons, when any man or woman, in the early ages of ihe world 5 
had been the author of any uſeful invention, when they had 
been ſerviceable, or a bleſſing to their neighbours, ot counỹ y 
when a king or a queen had reigned or governed well, after 
their death, they were had in reverence, and worſhip was ad- 
dreſſed to them, as demons, or gods, or goddeſſes; and thus 
tte heathen gods, or goddeſſes, were ſueh as had lived uſe- 
ful ives on earth; and were thought to diſpenſe bleſſings af - 
ter tlieir departure, to inſpect and take care of human affairs; 
and accordingly prayers and Sacrifices were offered to hem. 
. ebe ene, with this heathen notion,” it — 
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5 oo Paul ſeemed, to ſome; of the Athenians, to be beter fort K 
a ſtrange gods, (in the original it is demons,) becauſe he preach- 
ed to them, Jeſus and the reſurrection; they thought he was 
acquainting them with new demons, or ſouls of departed mens 
whom he would have them worſhip. Again X, in the lat- 
ter times ſome ſball depart from the faith, giving heed to 
doctrinet of devils ; in the original! it is demons. This i is an 
exact deſcription of the practiee of the papiſts, who wor · 
ſhip demons, or the ſouls of departed men and women. 
Originally, and for a long time, none but the ſouls of good 
men were called demons; for the moſt ancient writers ſpeak 
only. of good demons; who were thought the diſpenſers of 
not only good, but evil, as puniſhments for the ſins of mor- 
tals. Hence they entertained a notion of evil demons, or 
the departed ſouls of wicked men, which only delighted and 
were employed in miſchief; and from hence: the word de- 
mons was, in latter writers, more uſually applied to the de- 
parted ſouls of wicked men: Thus Joſephus ſays expreſsly, 
that demons were the ſouls of wicked men departed. It was 
thought not decent to aſcribe evil to good demons, and there- 
1 a new ſet of wicked demons were invented. 5 


%%%%FfiIr ⅛ ¾ . m ĩ² -uu-ů ns es 
n 0 
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: ta Whatſoever the ancients thought concerning either od 
6r evil demons, it was mere imagination without any proof ; 
they only fancied that theſe things were ſo, and we have 
no reaſon to take the word. of idle, viſionary, ſuperſtitious 
people; efpecially as the ſcheme of demonalogy underwent 
more alterations than I have either time or inclination to men- 
tion. Firſt the demons were all good, then both goed and e- 
vil; afterwards they were thought to be evil; but all this is 
mere hypotheſis or opinion, without proof ; and therefore we 
may juſtly be excuſed, if. we believe not one word that is told 
| \ us about demons, or the ſouls of One men, polling: 
any man OY Es 
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Hy} 5 
gib. The notion that men were poſſeſſed by demons, or the 
fouls of men departed, aroſe in the ages of i ignorance, when 


they could no otherwiſe account for madneſs, melancholy, 
the falling ſickneſs, &c. They thought theſe diſorders were 


not agreeable to the courſe of nature, they therefore attri- 


buted them to the demons ; and this notion was very much 
promoted by a ſet of cunning impoſtors, who went up and 


down, and picked money out of peoples pockets, by pre- 
tending that they could caſt out demons by charms, and 


many trifling ſuperſtitious tricks; thus the lying author of the 
apocryphal book of Tobit “ repreſents the angel ſaying to To- 
bias, touching the heart and liver, (of a fiſh), if a devil, or 


an evil ſpirit trouble any, we muſt make a ſmoah thereof, before 


the man or woman and the party ſhall be no more vexed 9, 
Tobias took the Aſtes of the perfumes, and put the heart, and 


the liver of the fiſh thereupon, and made a ſmoak therewith, 


the which ſmell, when the evil ſpirit, ( Aſmodeus ] had fndlled, 
he fled into the uttermoſt parts of Egypt, and the angel bound 
him. This wicked ſtory we have frequently bound up with 


our Bibles; and it is ordered to be read in places of worſhip, | 


for the benefit and edification of chriſtian people. By ſome 
ſuch ridiculous arts as theſe they made ignorant people be- 
lieve, they could drive demons _ from 8 8 mad d 85 
WR * : . : 

6th. Even PRE times, wiſe = 3 
not believe one ſyllable about demons, or the ſouls of wicked 
men occaſioning diſorders. Hipocrates, whoſe name is the 


a moſt famous of all others, for the knowledge of phyſick, : 


was highly diſpleaſed, both with thoſe who believed demons, 


or departed fouls, poſſeſſed the living and occaſioned diſor- 
ders, and with thoſe juglers who pretended they conld drive 
| them _ by charms and incantations: He Sate that 


ä 2 — 


— Tobi, vi. Ty , Tobit viii. 2.4 TY - 
the : 


1 


1 ſymptoms. of thoſe. hh were ſaid to be poſſeſſed. FR 
demons, were the fame with thoſe that were obſerved in 
lunacy, madneſs, epilepſy, or the falling ſickneſs; and that 
they were to be removed by. natural and known means and 


medicines, if the diſtempers were not got to too great a | 


head for human ſkill; It has been obſerved that the Greeks 
and Latins, called the ſame perſons, promiſcuouſſy, either 


pPoſſeſſed, or mad; md the fame holds good in the new Teſta» 
ment g. 
Ith. If devils or demons did not poſſeſs men and occaſion 


diſorders, (it may be aſked) how came the ſcriptures to make | 
uſe of ſuch kind of language ? We know that the ſcriptures 
uſed a figurative ſtile, extremely higher and bolder than 
we in theſe cold, northern countries allow ourſelves in; if 
therefore the ſcriptures have, frequently, figuratively aſcribed 
certain diſorders to imaginary beings, the ſame allowances 
muſt be made to them that we always make to the writings 
of the ancient poets, when they repreſent the muſes, the gra- 
ces, the furies, faith, fortune, &c. as real perſons, and aſcribe 
perſonal actions and ſpeeches to them. When we ſpeak of 
St. Anthony's fire, we never in the leaſt i imagine that the faint 
occaſions the diſorder; but when names of things are once 
| fixed in common uſe they are generally retained, though the 
opinions which gave rife to them are found to be falſe, In- 
deed the ancient manner of ſpeaking is fo very different from 
ours, that perſons of little or no learning can ſcarce con- 
ceive it. But I think the proper anſwer to this We 8 


what we hinted on Matthew vi. 16 f. 


Sth. So far are the ſacred writers from allowing, chat FR 
moss, or the ſouls of departed men, poſſeſſed the living, and 
| occaſioned diſorders, that they aſſert theſe demons to have 

uo power at all, that they cannot do either good or burt; 
and they are contemptibly called vanities and nothings. The 
heathen nnd were ſuch as had lived upon earth, and were 


—— 


— 
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afterwards | 


LEE 
afterwards worſhipped; now theſe Gods had-not that power 
and government, their votaries aſcribed to them; and there- 
fore the ſcripture properly calls them vanities and nothings g. 
All the gods of the nations are Idols: the Septuagint have it 
demons, or the ſouls of men; but becauſe theſe departed ſouls 
have no power or authority, and can neither do good nor 
harm; they are, in the original Hebrew, juſtly called vanities; 
but they would be improperly called nothings, if they could 
really inflict grievous diſorders: We may therefore conclude 
according to the ſcriptures, that thoſe heathen gods, demons, 
or the ſouls of departed men, could not -canſe diſorders, 
The ſame thing is ſald by St. Paul ||, The Gentiles ſacri tfice 
to devils; (in the original it is to demons, to the ſouls of dead 
| men) 4, and, that the Idols, or demons, are nothing ; they have | 
no power or authority; they can do neither = nor hurt. | 


From theſe obſervations, I think we are at full liberty to 
| underſtand only madneſs, lunacy, the falling ſickneſs, &c. 
when we read of devils, demons, « or Ge fouls of dead men, 
polleſiing the living. 


If we bear the ſenſe of theſe ht pon our minds, | 
the interpretation of the paſſage now before us, will not be 


difficult, and the OS Pp” may be very much 
| ſhortened, | 


Mat. viii. verſe 28. Our Lord we, N the ſtorm 
ſoon arrived at the oppoſite ſhore, which 4 was over againſt 
Galilee, in the country of the Gergeſenes; Mark and Luke 
ſay it was the country of the Gadarenes; but they are eaſily 
reconciled, by ſuppoſing Gadara to have been a particular 
town, or part of the region, or country, of the Gergeſenes : ; 
The region of the Gergeſenes was probably the ancient 
country of the Girgaſhites, which fell to the lot of one of 
the half tribes of Manaſſeh: Immediately upon our Lord's 


| 5 Pſalm xcyi. 5. 1 Cor. x. 20. . verſe 19. . + Luke viii, 29. 
| Mark v. 1. and Luke viii. 26. 


>. 


coming 


* 4270 


coming to aſs he was met by two mad men; * Mark and 
Luke only mention one mad man, of Gadara'; but there is 
no inconſiſtency in this, ſome of the Evangeliſts having fre- 


others; and the great advantage of having four Goſpels, is, 


one was more fierce and more terrible than the other; or 5 


perhaps a perſon of ſome note and diſtinction, and particu- 
larly he only, after the cute, deſired to be with Jeſus +: His 


hiſtory therefore they have only recorded. Theſe mad men 


were ſo exceedingly diſordered, being grown worſe by the 
| long continuance of their diſtemper +, that they tore off 
their cloaths, went quite naked, and they could not be kept 


in the town, or in any houſe, (there being ſome caſes of 


madneſs, in which nothing is more afflifting to the diſordered 


perſon than company) but they roved about in deſart and 


mountainous places, and in the ſepulchres of the dead; add 
they were ſo exceeding fierce that they were become a ter- 


ror to thoſe parts, ſo that now none durſt come near them |. 


nement, they rambled about in deſart places, and in the 


. tombs, and now none could come at them, or durſt at- 


tempt to tame and ſubdue them. The tombs in which theſe 


mad men had their habitation, were nothing like thoſe in 
our church-yards, in cities and towns, but were uſually little 


quently omitted, or not given us, ſome things ſo fully as 


that one gives us what another does not, or helps us to 7 
different circumſtances of the ſame ſtory. The reaſon why | 
Mark and Luke only mention one mad-man, might be, that 


They had often been fettered and chained, but no ordi - 
nary fetters and chains would hold them, ſo great was the 
ſtrength they exerted; and being broke from their confi- 


cells, cut in the ſides and hollow parts of rocks and moun- 


tains, at ſome diſtance from the towns, and in lonely deſart 
places: The ſepulchre of our Lord was hewn out of a 


rock in mount Calvary: Such tombs remain to this day in 
Judea, : as travellers tell us; and Joſephus ſpeaks of ſome 
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„ er 2. and Luke viii, 27. I Mark v. 18. Luke viii. 38. 
of t Luke Vii, *. Af Mark v. 4+ — vüi. 29. os 
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ſuch, — where W Made 5 
its being difficult to take and confine them, Herod had ne 
eaſy taſk, even with an army, to deſtroy a ſet of robbers, 
who had lodged themſelves in ſuch tombs, and caves of moun- 
tains. The mad -· men might here eaſily ſubſiſt, as John Bap- 
tiſt did, on locuſts and wild honey; and Joſephus tells that he 
lived in the wilderneſs, when young, for 3 years on what grew 
wild and without culture v. Theſe unhappy men, frighting all 
others from them, and having none on whom to exert their rage, 
they fell foul upon themielves, making a terrible, howling noiſe, 
miſerably cutting their own fleſh with ſharp ſtones +. It is 
not told us how long they had been diſordered ; probably 
before their madneſs, they might have ſeen Jeſus, for he had 
beta all about their country 4; and during their diſor- 
der, eſpecially in their lucid intervals, they might frequentlyß 
have heard of his fame, and divine power: As ſoon therefore 
as they eſpied him at a conſiderable diſtance, they ran to him, 
and fell proſtrate before him; and though they had broke the 
fetters and chains, with which their friends had bound them, 
yet thinking that Jeſus might be too ſtrong for them, and 
dreading, and eſteeming it a great torment, to be confined 
as they had been, rn | 


Verſe 29th, $ We own you to be the Son 4 God, dl. 
vinely commiſſioned, and aſſiſted by the moſt high; and as you 
and we have no concern with each other, we beſeech vou 
for God's ſake; that you would not offer te vex and torment 
us, by binding and confining us, as our friends have done; art 
thou come hither to torment us before the time? The proper 
meaning of theſe words may be, are you come thus unſe - 
fonably, to .torment us by binding us ſooner than the courſe, 
of our diſorder would bring our torment upon us? But we 
need not ſtay exactly to ſettle the ſpeeches of mad men; how 


* 2 See Life of Jokphus + Mark v. 7 + Matthes iv. 25. 


PULLS? | 
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vever this we may + Was to ſay,” towan s explaining the- | 
mad men's meahing, that there f is nothing more grievous : ant 
tormenting than company, to ſome who are diſordered in 
their ſenſes. Our Lord had, even before they had done tif 
- ae ing with him, commanded the unelean /pirit to cone 
- which was nothing more than ſpeaking in the language 
| "Ts country; and this is a ſufficient proof that the ſtory is 
| not to be underſtood literally; for if our Lord only command 
ed one devil, demon, or evil ſpirit, to come. out, hen there 
were a legion, or "upwards of 6, 600 1 in the men, our Lord 
| would really have done them no ſervice . Our Lord, 
then perhaps addreſſing ! himſelf only to one of the madmen, 


. aſked him, What, is thy Name? Like a true madman, that 


had perfectly loſt his ſenſes, he anſwered, My name is legion; 5 
the unhappy wretch was fo far gone in his diſtemper, that 
he thought he had got upwards of fix thouſand. ſix hundred 
devils or demons in Him. We are told by the author of the 
inquiry into the meaning of demons in the New Teſtament, 
that he himſelf met with a woman, who told him of num- 
bers of devils in her; and conſiſtent with that principle, ſhe 
told him what this or that particular devil ſaid, and what 


they defired to be done; and ſhe alked him if he did not 
hear or ſee the devils. The man goes on in a ſtrain f 


madneſs, and fearing that Jeſus would force him into ſome 
other country, deſired that he would permit him to tarry 
where he was; and as there is nothing too abſurd for a mad- 
man either to think or fay, ve: defray that. Jeſu weakens 
tom him, or caſt him into the ſea be | 


Yak 30. It ns at t this ume, this 2 numerous herd . 
of fine vs on ts fide of the maten die 
the ſea; 5 


; * dt Fa 8. & 5 viii, 29. 4 + Mark v. 9. & Luke viii. 30. : 
0 - Mark v. 10. and Luke viii 31. | 
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Fark: 31. The madman. caſting "TAS eyes upon PP 
wine and being himſelf a Jew, and knowing that ſwine were 
forbidden, to the Jews.: and likewiſe according to the notion 
that prevailed, thinking himſelf poſſeſſed with demons, he 


madly. alked: Ws tag the: demons econ ener wee | 
WINE. 3 ö 


5 * * 9 


e 32. 4 e IM While to vi « EPs ahi 

"cared rg faid, Go. The mad-men were gradually cured ; # 
and whether it was, that the ſwine were frighted by ſome fran- 
tie actions of the madmen, whilſt Jeſus was curing them, and 
being on the fide of a mountain, they, in their fight, eaſily 
tümbled down the mountait and were drowned. in the fea ; 
or perhaps ſome may not be unwilling to ſuppoſe that Jeſus, : 

fo puniſh the Jews for keeping ſwine, contrary both to the 
law of God and their king Hyrcanus, cauſed the ſwine to be 
ſeired with the madneſs of the two men, which turning them 5 
giddy, they violently ruſhed from the ſide of the mountain 
Into the ſea and were choaked. Thus this caſe will be nearly 
the ſame, as when the leproſy of Naaman clave to Geha * - 
Mark | ſays, th he ſwine were about 2,000. 


Verſe 33. The Awine-keepets being et at theis 
ſtrange and great loſs, ran in all haſte into the town, = 
informed the inhabitants of. the cure of the madmen, and the 
deſtruction of the ſwine. This made the miracle . | 


deen 34. Upon this multitudes flocked out of the town *; 
and came to the place were Jeſus was; and they ſaw one of 
both the madmen, lying in humble thankfulneſs, at the 
feet of Jeſus: They even ſaw him, in whom madneſs had 
prevailed ſo far that he imagined he had a legion of demons 
in him, perfectly ſober, and in his right mind, and likewiſe 
now decently cloathed : : 'This fi os Filled them with furprize, 


$ 2 Kings v. 2. | Mark v. 13: | * Mark, 14. 15. 16. 15. 


Luke viii. 35. 36. 37. 
and 


<q 1 „ * 


nd holy fear; they: Fe ed perfect . from 
thole who had been preſent, of all the particulars of the cure 
ok the mad - men, and the deſtruction of the ſwine; and tho“ 
from what had happened, they could not but be ſenſible that 
Jeſus was divinely aiſiſted, yet being more affected with the 
loſs of / the. ſwine, than religiouſſy and piouſly impreſſed. 
with the divine miracle that was wrought; and fearing. 
that Jeſus might take occaſion to-puniſh them-miraculouſly: 

with ſome other loſs, they deſired him earneſtly; to depart. 
out of their coaſts: Thus they were willing to deprive 
themſelves of the benefit of bis inſtructious, and other af- 
flicted perſons of a miraculous cure from him. Jeſus, not bes. 
ing forward at forcing himſelf, . his inſtructions and miracles, 
upon thoſe who ſolightly eſteemed them, immediately returned 
into the boat and failed back f. As ſoon as Jeſus was re- 
turned. into. the boat, one (perhaps both) of the mad men 
came to Jeſus, and earneſtly intreated, that he might go 
along with him, poſſibly fearing leſt if he was ſeperated from 
Jeſus his diſorder might return, and being deſirous to enjoy 
the advantage of his converſation and inſtruction: However, 

it not being agreeable to the uſual cuſtom of Jeſus, oſten- 

tatiouſly to carry about with him thoſe on whom he had per- 
formed cures, he would not grant the man his requeſt; but he 
ſent him back with this direction, go home to your friends 
and acquaintance, who know the miſerable condition in 
which I found you, and let them know how God has had 

a cCompaſſion on you, and has graciouſly relieved you; and 

i Jour preſence with them muſt be a ſtanding memorial, of 

F the grace and mercy of God: The general reaſons, why 

: Chriſt ordered thoſe on whom he wrought miracles to con- 

5 ceal them, were, his modeſty, and that he might not give 

e 


„ vow - 6+ _ 


Umbrage to the civil government, by collecting a crowd 
about him; as theſe reaſons did not hold here, in this caſe 


5 N he bids the man publiſh the miracle, for the glory of God; : + 
. +, a it could — wodhly; to publiſh a mi 3 
„ uk v. 16. 19. Luke vi. 38. 39. 
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racle when be himſelf was in another country, and when i 
man was ordered to mention it to the glory of God; and 
he could not offend againſt the civil government of Jadea, by 
the mention of a ſingle miracle in another country, when 
he himſelf was not preſent: Beſides, the inhabitants ſeemed 

little diſpoſed to collect in crowds about him, ſo as to raiſe 
ſuſpicions in the civil government, much leſs would they do 

io whilſt he was abſent; nay, they ſeem as if they would 

rather have forcibly driven him from them, than have diſtur- 
bed the-civil government in his favour; indeed this man be- 
ing there preſent, and publiſhing this miracle, might gra- 
dually abate the prejudices of the people, and diſpoſe them 
in due time for receiving the Goſpel. According to Jeſus's 
command the man publiſhed the miracle in the town, and 
in all the region of Decapolis; ſo that all who heard of it 
were aſtoniſhed, and could not wt being convinced of 
the divine wh of Jeſus. | 
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We ſhall now proceed to a few remarks, ws; iſt. 1 tink 
we may now appeal to every attentive perſon, whether the in- 
derpretation we have given, or that which is commonly re- 
ceived, concerning demons, is the true one. I will not pre- 
tend to fay, that there are no objections againſt the interpre- 
tation that has been propoſed; but I think the general account 
- of the riſe of the language uſed in caſes of ſuppoſed poſſeſſions, 
and the occaſion of its becoming common, may. be abſolutely 
depended upon; ſo that no great ſtreſs ſhould be laid on our 
not being able to give a ſatisfactory interpretation of every 
word or ſenterice; for the minds of the antients were pretty 
much confuſed upon theſe. things; it is therefore not to be 
wondered at, if we often do not perfectly underſtand their 
words; and as the accounts we have of theſe: things are left 
us by. thoſe, who believed that devils, Demons, or the ſauls 
of dead men, poſſeſſed. others, it is not at all ſtrange, that 
they ſhould ſpeak of theſe things, in language very favourable 
to their opinions; though I think that abundant proof has 
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been offered, that thoſe opinions were. built upon very | Eaſe 
' grounds: But there are great and inſuperable difficulties on 
che literal interpretation: If the man had a legion of devils 


in him, how came our Lord only to command one to come 
out? So great indeed are the Aiffculties of the literal ſenſe, that 
a certain right reverend Prelate, in anſwering the objection 
of a deiſt, very lately ſufficiently expoſed himſelf; his lordſhip, 


computed how many Roman ſoldiers made a legion; then 


he found the number of devils that he thought entered 
into the 2,00 ſwine; he farther calculated that more oy 


three, but not quite four devils, entered into every hog; the 


neceſſary conſequence of which was, that ſome of the devils 
were to be ſplit into two or more parts, that every hog 
might have its due proportion (of devils.) If I was diſpoſed 
to laugh at, and to ridicule this part of the New Teſtament 


- hiſtory, I would endeavour to imitate the biſhop: If his lord- 
| ſhip had but been aware, that it was poſſible for a mad man 


to ſpeak falſely or fooliſhly, it would have been of no diſſer · 
vice to his reputation with wiſe and conſiderate perſons. 


2d. I think the interpretation we have laid doun gives us 


a more amiable and honourable view of God, and his provi- 
dence, than the common opinion about poſſeſſions. Neither the 


or to inflict diſorders upon us. Whatever diſorders we, or 


any of our fellow creatures, at any time labour under, they 
proceed from God, who is che gracious and indulgent father 


of mankind ; and he corrects us in compaſſion and in mea- 
ſure, as one who while the puniſhes us is concerned for our 


welfare and happineſs: And is not this more agreeable to 


us, as well as more honourable to God, than to ſuppoſe 
that che devil, and evil ſpirits; have power to torment. us; 


who in convulſing, agonizing, torturing, and reading us, can 


de ſuppaſed to have no other end in view, than the wreaking 
2 their malice. Let us therefore rejoice that we are in the 


bands of God, for his mercies are great. 
| G 2 (2 3d. The 


0 OTE 2 OE 


N PX * 
D * 
ws k 
- — ag p 
”" 2 2 k — 2 * # E - 
wenn en ˙ Eon I r 
p 
jo ; 5 45 *. 5 
LINE 
2 __ — * 


— — . p : 1 1 6 
- ada ES — — <4 2 2 . : 
= ant 4 e 4 — LA _— 3 . * 33 6 
4 fo — - . - ns * — rug : p T 
2 a 4.4 % » wt 7 > a ** 
K . . NO Ee I a Ee COT PRI tO oe OC; *** 2 
1 * 8 
* a — — 
1 7 2 1 at 
1 — nt — ; _ 1 
* 1 
— W = ” FA 
; £ — — 


by an — _— , Y 7 — 
— — — ern geen, — . —— — . a ——— ˖—*ðõc“ *. o 
= * — Fe 
. Or ug ern thou — __ * 4 ” As I os - — ie as ara * _ — — — 
p __ ; j 
. ” ' \ 


(43) 


za. The divine power of our Lord was equally mani- 
feſted and his actions were equally miraculous upon this, 
as upon the common Interpertation. Our Lord performed 
miracles upon thoſe who were diſordered; whatever was the 
occaſion of their diſorders. Some may think it an honour 
to have the devils bow down to him, and to confeſs him; 
but the queſtion is not, what would be an hondur to chriſt, 
but what was really the caſe; and as 1 think we have proved, 
that devils were not here at all concerned, we ſhould not 
aſcribe to Chriſt the honour of their confeſſions, which do 
not at all belong to him. Chriſt has too much real glory and 
honour belonging to him, to be beholden to that which was 
feigned : Beſides, I imagine it would rather have been a diſ- 
grace than an honour, to have had the devils fall reverently 
before him; this would have given too much room to ſuſpect, 
that at the bottom there wasan agreement betwixt them. How- 
ever, a very great and; divine miracle was wrought in curing 
the mad men, which may eaſily anſwer all the ends of . 
at leaſt as well as if devils had been actually concerned. 


4th. From what hath been ſaid, we ſee how eaſy it is to 


give an anſwer to thoſe who aſk, how it came to paſs that 
we read of more perſons poſſeſſed with devils, in our Savi- 
ours time, than before or ſince? The real ſtate of the caſe 
appears to be this that none were either then, before, of ſince 
poſſeſſed with devils, or demont. Whether there are at all 
times an equal number of mad people, we cannot ſay; but 
I believe, if Jeſus Chriſt was now to travel thro' England 
there would more fuch perſons be preſented to him for 
a cure, than we read of in all the Goſpels; and except 
we ſuppoſe the people fo diſordered at preſent, to be pot 
ſeſſed with devils, we muſt give that opinion up, con- 
cering the perſons mentioned in the Goſpels; for they are 
afflicted in like manner, and the ſymptoms of both are the 
ſame, as we ſhall be fully convinced, if we do but attend 
to the deſeription of — or wehe which was aſcribed 


fa 


* 


{ 8 4 

to demons, as given us by an ancient phyſician, Celſus F. 
ct appears in different ſhapes ſome are merry, ſome are fad, 
ſome are eaſily kept within bounds and are only mad in their 
words; others are furious and outrageous; and of theſe, 
ſome only offend in uſing violenee, others apply arts, and 
look and act as if they were in their ſenſes, only to catch 
an opportunity of doing miſchief; the difference betwixt them 
is diſeovered in the event. Are not theſe the fame ſymptoms 
that are now common among Wwe”, 


«th. We may 0 not to Aiſturb ourſtives; oth Ap vain, . 


ſaperſtitions fears, of ihe devil, or of evil ſpirits. We are 
not ſubject to any malicious powerful beings: The 'Lord 


God omnipotent, only reigns, whoſe tender mercies are over 


all his works. This conſideration ſhould fill us- with eaſe and 
' tranquility ;; otherwiſe. we do not give God the honour that 


is due to him; we do not repoſe chat confidence in his 
providence, which his -wiſdom inch . Jy RO | 


from us. 


th. How e chankful ſhould we be, for is 
preſerved i in our right minds: And how compaſſionate towards 
thoſe who are otherwiſe. We can no way better expreſs our 
thankfulneſs for, and our ſenſe of, the value of having our 
health andour reaſon continued to us, than by carefully pre- 
paring for our latter end, by a life of uſeful virtue; for we 
know not how ſoqn death may overtake us, and put an end 
to life and health; or if life is continued to us, our health 
may be enfeebled, or our reaſon diſturbed; when we ſhall be 
utterly incapable of rational ſervice or improvment; I ſhould 


be very far from aſſerting, that any ſhall be called to account 


for the time in which they are deprived of their reaſon; how- 
ever, it muſt be owned, that during the alienation of our minds, 
we can make no progreſs in our qualification for future happi- 


nels ; ſo that we cannot be too thankful for the continuance | 
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We; cannot, treat with too much / tenderneſs theſe who are 
unable S capacities and 
active powers. * 5 HOT 1851 Ft 
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inſtance or two, as this, and th figtree (which does not come 
under preſent conſideration). wile, on 

be. urged as objeftions; beſides, if, 8s is not at all -improbs- 
ble, the ſwine were frighted into the ſea, by the frantic actions 
uf dhe madmen. hyrſhould our Lord be blamed for this? 
But if. his cauſing the madneſs of the men to paſs into the 
ſuine ws the occaſion of their being ſuſfacated, I chen ſay. 
that it is very dikely theſe madmen, and the greateſt part of 
che people about Gadaru, were Jews ; for aur Lord would 
ſcarce have gone amongſt them if they had not been Jays» 
bis perſoral miniſtry being confined to them ſo we find, that 
For fear of giving offence-to-the Jews, it was with Giffculty be 
was perſuaded to work a miracle 

We wenn. ' Gadata hal been before'Heroll's time, and on 
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ec ee it hid belonged-to Judea, (the Rortian emperor = 
having madetim-a-preſent of it,) when its ock - 

e with Jews; who illl-remained there. And as it was ut 

lawful for chem to have any thing to do wich Fine, 'both-ac- | 
FFF e. 
this puniſhment ripon ben; eſpecially, a5 theve 
Rr 
they being not Table to the cenfures of the Jewiſh Sathedriin, | 
d V7. ber the perverſe" temper be now de de de n them 
dia deſervedit.” 77 
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e . C aians ha Ms at 
NT to riches. Becauſe our Lord had been the occaſion 
+ i ſome temporal detriment to the Gadarenes, they are will- 
ing to deprive themſelves of all the advantages of his divine 
inſtructions and miracles; they pray him to depart out of 

their Coaſts; he went; and we never read that they were fa- 13 
voured again with his preſence. Let it be our concern, that 
the cares of this world, and the deceitfulneſs of riches, do 
not prevent the influence of thoſe divine inſtructions with 
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which we are favoured, ee , ee 0 
e ee = 


gth. We have here a freſh and remarkable inſtance of the 


i of our Lord. Agrecable to his general freedom 
from vanity and oftentation, he would not permit the cured 


madmen to be with him; and he orders him to tell his 


friends, that it was God that had had compaſſion on him, and 


had done great things for him, Our Lord aſſumed none of 


he good he did to himſelf, but aſcribed all to God. How 


much more ſhould we do the ſame? Since we have the 
power and the means of doing good, Wl from God. 


What has been in general faid about poſſeſſions, 1 


5 not have underſtood as a matter of indifference, curioſity, 


or novelty ; but as a matter of importance ; as what will 
Sire us more juſt and honourable ideas of God, free us from 


numberleſs vain and idle ſuperſtitions; and enable us to 


read the ſcriptures with leſs confuſion, e 
ad . ay 
| ER R A A. | 

AGE 4. line 30. for imoprtant, read important. ths 6. 

1. 30. for viii. read vi. Page 6. I. 37. for hire, read here. 
"_ 13.1. 25. eee cur, Page 15. 1. 2. in the Notes for 
1 Chron, 1. read 1 Chron. xxi. 1. Page 17. 1. 21. for. ſeeming read 
Femingly. Page 19. 1. 5. for 39. read 9. Page 22.128. Ee” 
after ſon, Page 27. laſt line, for thoſe, read judge. Page 45. I... 
32. for vrt re hurt. Page 48. I. 6. for tells read fore. | 


THE END. 
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